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AGAINST THE 


Scots Toleration and Patronages, 
"THAT 


Have been Printed or Preſented to 
Her MAJESTY, and the Two 
_ Houſes of PARLIAMENT. 


To which i is added, the 


Abjuration OATH, 


WITH AN 


| f Irrodudtory LETTE R, 


CONTAINING 


Some REMARKS upon. It. 
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Herewith fend you all the Publick Papers 
that have od ene or printed in behalf 


of the Church of Scotland, againſt the 


Toleration Bill, and that "for reſtoring 
ou will ea- 


General 


of Patronages. theſe Papers 

fily ſee That the. miſfon of the 
Allembly of our Church has not been want- 
ing to eſpouſe her Cauſe; and that others of 
her Members have alſo given Proofs of their 
0 for Her on this. Qecaſion, © 


| 1 gel not preſuine to fay any Thing for 
about the fad Laws, than Art oben ber 
A 3 meet 


Sn 5 
meet with. But fince you tell me, there are 


ſome Men of Worth and Piety, who till 
-ſcruple the Oath of Ab 


— 


1 
dy, and the P robe ſtant Line of Hannover , with- 4 
out bindiog any Man, as I conceive, to ſtand 
by or maintain the particular Limitations, 
contain'd in the Acts for ſettling the ſaid Suc- 
ceſſion, as they import Conditions upon the 
Hannover Family. I am the more confirm'd 
in this 2 becauſe it appears plain, that 
our Legiſlators did never intend theſe Condi - 
tions upon the Hannover Family to be unalter. 
able, otherwiſe they would not have repeal'd 
that Clauſe in the Limitations, which obliged 
all Privy Councellors to fign the Reſolutions ta- 
ken in the Privy Council, to which they gave Ad- 
vice or Conſent, as it is plain they have done 
by the Fourth of Anne Cap. 8. Sect. 24. and 
that other Clauſe in the ſaid Limitations, That 
no Perſon who" bas an Office or Place of Profit 
under th: Ming, or receives a Penſion from the 
Crown, ſhall be capable of Serving as a Member 
of the Honſe of Commons; which is alſo re- 
peaPd by Sect. 25. of the ſaid AQ. 3 


Nou ſince it is very well known, That all 
Perſons in Truſt, had before this Repcal, been 
obliged to take the Oath of Abjuration, and 
to promiſe to ſupport, maintain and defend, 
the Limitation and Succeſſion of the Crown, 
as it is, and ſtands limited to the Princeſs So. 
phi, &. it is abſurd ſo much as to think, 
that the Legiſlature qu d have oblig'd thoſe 
who had taken the ſaid Oath to perjure them- 
ſelves, as they muſt cerrainly have done, had 
eli | Az thoſe 


CS 
thoſe particular Limitations or Conditions up- 


* Hannover Family been made unalter- 
Ale. f | 1311 6 | | 


it is likewiſe va well known, That the 
Exgliſþ Diſſenters did make the ſame Obje- 
tion ag ainſt the {aid Oath, but were told by 
the Judges, That the Oath did not oblige 
them to any Thing contrary to heir own Prin- 
ciples, the Freedom of which was allow'd 
'em by the Toleration Act, but only ob- 
liged them to ſtand by the Proteſtant Succeſ- 
ſion as limited to the Proteſtant Line. 


The Caſe is yet more plain, with Relation 
to the Presbyterians of Scotland, who by the 
Union Act are exempted from all Oaths, Teſts 
or Subſcriptions, . contrary to, or inconſiſtent 
with, their Eſt abliſh'd Religion, Presbyterian- 
Church Government, Worſhip and Diſcipline ; 
and fince the Union AQ not only ſtands unre- 
peal'd, but is in its own Nature unrepealable, 
except the Two Nations who agreed to the 
Treaty return to their former ſeparate State by 
the Niſſolutionof the Union; the Presbyterians 
Scotland can in no Conſtruction of Law or 
Reaſon be ſuppos'd to ſtand oblig'd to any 
Thing in the ſaid Oath of Abjuration, which is 
Contradictory to their Eſtabliſh'd Principles, 
Government, Worſhip and Diſcipline. 
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This muſt appear plain beyond Contradi- 
ction, not only by the Union AA, but by the 
Senſe of the Legiſlature, hen they enacted 
the Toleration of the Epiſcopal Party in Scat. 
land; for it is very well known, That the 
Houſe of Lords alter'd the Words, as the /ame 
is and ſtanis ſettled, and made em, whiab is 

aud ſtands ſettled, on Purpoſe to obviate the 
Scruple: And when the Commons would 
not agree to that Alteration, and the Lords 
thought fit to paſs from it, it was deciared 0- 
penly by both Parties in the Houſe, who were 
for and againſt the faid Alteration, I hat the 
Word As, did not import that the Presbyteri- 
ans of Scotland were oblig'd to any thing con- 
trary to their known Principles and Church. 
Government, ratify'd by the Union Act; o- 
therwiſe the Clauſe muſt have run thus, 
That they were ſo oblig*d, notwithſtanding that 
Clauſe of the Unton Att, which exempts all the 
People of Scotland within that Kingdom for e- 
ver, from any Oath, Teſt or Sabſcription, con» 
trat to, or inconſiſtent with, their Eſt abliſh'd Re- 
ligion, Church Government, Worſhip and Diſci- 
pline, &c. And ſince it is a known Maxim 
_ withreſpett to the Legiſlature, That Cujus eſt 
candere, ejus eſt explicare; this Explication at 
paſſing the Act, is certainly ſufficient to e- 
move all Scruples on that Head, and to de- 
monſtrate. in what Senſe the Legiſlature icu- 
pos d the ſaid Oath, © 

9 n 
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But to make this more plain, and to re- 
move all Scruples on that Head, the Commiſ- 
ſion of the General Aſſembly of the Church 
of Scotland, did very judiciouſly as well as ho- 
neſtly. in their Addreſs and Repreſentation 
to Her Majeſty, take Notice of that Scruple, 
as if the Conditions mention'd in the AQ of 
Parliament, Eſtabliſhing the Succeſſion re- 
* ferr'd to by the ſaid Oath, were to be un- 
* derſtood as a Part thereof; and that to 
* ſwear to ſome Things in-thoſe Conditions, 
* ſeems not conſiſtent with their known Prin- 
ciples; and that it is expreſly declared and 
ſtatuted, by the Treaty and Articles of Uni- 
on, and by the Acts of Parliaments of both 
Kingdoms ratifying the ſame, That none of 
the Subjects of Scotland ſhall be liable to, 
but all and every one of them for ever, free 
of any Oath, Teſt or Subſcription within 
Scotland, contrary to, or inconſiſtent with, 
our preſent Presbyterian Church Eſtabliſh- 
ment; (therefore {ay they) we in the moſt 
humble and dutiful Manner moſt earneſtly 
Beſeech and Obteſt, That this our Addreſs 
and. Repreſentation, and molt ſincere. De. 
claration therein contain'd, may be Graci- 
ouſly Accepted by your Majeſty, without 
reſpect to the afozeſaid Conditions 
ſcrupled at, as the juſt and true Signifi- 
cation of our Allegiance and Duty, and our 
* Senſe of the afoꝛe aid Dath and En; 
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gagement, to pꝛevent al Miſtanes 
* and Mitrepꝛeſentations that poſſibiy 
vue map be liable to in this Watter. 


Now ſince here are ſuch plain and expli- 
cit Declarations and Explanations by the 
Legiſlature, who impos'd the Oath, and by 
the People who are to take it, as to the S:nſe 
in which it is impaſed and taken, it is evi- 
dent, that it can admit of no other Senſe as 
to the Presbyterians in Scotland, ſo that they 
may ſafely take it in Judgment, Trath, and 
. Righteouſneſs, which are the neceſſary Qualifi- 
cations in all Oaths. 


One wou'd think it needleſs to ſay any 
more in a Thing ſo plain of itſelf; yet it 
may not be improper to add, That Her Maj: 
ſty did graciouſly accept this R-preſentation 
of the Commiſſion of the General Afcwbly, 

and the ſame having been Publiſh-d and 
Printed at London, while the Parliament that 
Enacted the ſaid Oath is Sitting, without 
the leaſt Contradiction to it, or Animadver- 
ſion upon it from them; there caunot be 2 
plainer Proof, that all the Parts of the Legiſ- 
lature do accept of and agree to this Expla- 
nation by the Commiſſion of the General 


1 know, Sir, that it had been needleſs to 
ſay ſo much upon a Subject ſo plain to a 


Man 
of 
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of your Judgment and Penetration; but 1 
bope you'll bear with me, ſince what I ſay 
is defign'd for the Satisfaction of thoſe, who 
living remote from the Seat of the Legiſla- 
ture, have no Opportunity to know theſe 
Thiggs, without being informed by ſome ſuch 
Method as this. | 


Tis very well known here, that the Ad- 
dreſſe of the Commiſſion, which is the Re- 
preſentative of the Church of Scotland for 
the Time, has given very great Satisfaction 
to all the Friends of the Hannover Succeſſion. 
It is equally known, that it has very much 
mortify'd the Enemies of that Illuſtrious Fa- 
mily, wio had induſtriouſly repreſented the 
Presbyterians of Scotland, both in Print and 
Converſation, as Enemies to the Proteſtant 
Succeſhon, becauſe ſome of them ſcrupled 
this Oath, upon the Reaſons above · menti- 
oned. 


Tis likewife very well known, That the 
Enemi:-s of the Church of Scotland, and of 
the Hernover Family, conceiv'd very great 
Hopes, that the End of impoſing this Oath, 
would be fruſtrated, and their Friends ex- 
empted from taking it, becauſe they flatter'd 
tdemſelves that the Scot's Presbyterian Mini- 
ſters wou d reſuſe it upon thoſe Scruples; and 
ch refore you are not to wonder that they 
are very much fretted at this * 
79 0 


(13) 
of the Commiſſion, becauſe it contains ſe 
ſtrong and plain a Renunciation of the Pre- 
tender's Claim, and ſuch an explicit Decla- 
— of Teal for the Hannover Succeſs 

On. | 


It is therefore the Hopes of all your Friends 
here, that as che Commiſſion has fo happily 
begun, the Aſſembly will as happily con- 
clude this Important Affair, by approving 
what the Commiſſion has done, which, tis 
hop'd, will remove all the former Scruples 
that any of the Miniſters of the Church of 
Scotland did entertain upon this Head. 


If it ſhould happen to be otherwiſe, 
(which God forbid,) you may aſſure your- 
ſelves your Enemies will Triumph. They 
will then loudly proclaim, that what they 
formerly ſaid of your being Enemies at bot- 
tom to the Hannover on, is now con- 
firmed by your ſelves ; and it will be impoſſi- 
ble that all your Paft and Future Declara- 
tions to the contrary can rub off the Slan- 
This muft weaken the Hands of your 
Friends, and put them out of a Condition to 
appear for you. It will make the Church 
of Scotland liable to the Reſentments of the 
Hannover Family, whenever it pleaſes God 
to bring them to the Crown; and it is in- 


43 4 poſſible 
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poſũble that ever the Church of Scotland can 
expect any Favour from the Pretender, if 
Gad, tor our Sins, ſh2u'd ſuffer hin: to Reign 
over us; for tho (which I don't ſo much 
as apprehend ) our Church, or any conſide- 
rable Number of her Miniſters, ſhou'd refuſe 
this Oath. they muſt expect to be no other- 
wiſe rewarded for it, tban as King Charles II. 
did reward them for refaſl ing to 3 4 him, 
as indeed they neither cou'd, nor ought in 
Conſcience to have done 3 but the Cale, ac- 


cording to our known Principles, is . duite 
otherwiſe as to the Pretender. 


Certainly there's no Presbyterian in Scotland 
fo weak, but they mult needs know that the 
Pcetender's Friends are their avow'd Enemies; 
and fince they give you ſo much Trouble 
at preſent, while the Law is on your Side, 
whar can you exp ct from them, but the Re- 
vival of thoſe Singuinary Laws, which our 
Parliament aiter the Revolution juſtly de- 
clared to be Impious, and a yet more barba- 
rous Execution of thoſe Laws, than that 
you formerly groan'd under, when your 
Lives and Eſtates were at the Mercy of Men, 
without Bowels of Compaſſion, who depriv'd 
you of both, without ſo much as a Form of 
Trial. 


You may depend upon it, that your has 
ving renounced the Pretender, the voluntary 


AQ 
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Act of your Church enjoining the Hannover 
Family to be pray d for, and this Repreſen- 
tation of the Commiſſion, will never be par- 
don'd by the Court of St. Germain. 


It is therefore hop'd, That no conſiderable 
Number of the Presbyterians of. Scotland wil 
bring ſuch a Danger and Scandal upon the 
whole, as muſt neceſſarily reſult from the Re. 
fuſal of this Oath, ſince the (aid Refuſal can- 
not oblige her Enemies, but will certainly 
loſe her Friends ; and if the Hannover Family 
ſhou'd come to the Throne with ſo juſt a 
Prejudice againſt you, as this Refuſal will 
occaſion, you may eafily gueſs what will be- 
come of the Church of Scotland, 


I don't urge theſe Things, Sir, from any 
Diffidence that I have of the Bulk of the 
Presbyterians, nor that I wou'd perſwade 
to any Severity by the Church in preſſing 
her Members to take this Oath. Her Gene- 
ral Aſſemblies, which have been ſo favoura- 
ble to thoſe who decline her Communion, 
can never be ſuppoſed to want a due Tender- 
neſs for thoſe who adhere to it. But all 1 
plead for is, that. Proper and Chriſtian 
Methods may be taken to remove thoſe Scru- 
ples, which in my humble Opinion cann't be 
done more effectually, than by the Aſſemblies 
approving the Repreſentation . of the Com- 
miſion, which will ſufficiently vindicate our 
| Church 
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Church from all Suſpicion of bting averſe to 


the Hannover Succeſſion; and if any of her 
M. mbers continue in thoſe groundleſs Scruples, 
and make themfclves uncapable of poſſ: ſling 
their Churches, the Charge will be imputed 
to their own particular Weakneſs, and not 
in the leaſt affect the whole Body, I Pray 
God to direct that Aﬀembly, of which you 
have the Honour to be a Member, to pru- 
dent Meaſures in this Nice Conjuncture, 
when ſo many wait for their Halting, and 
am, 2 | | 


— 


SIR, i 
With the greateſt ReſpeZ, 
Tour mot Humble, 


— and Obedient Servaxt. _ 
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For Securing a | 
Proteſtant Religion 


AND 


Presbyterian Church-Government : 
With the Statutary A C T. 


Which were Ratify*d by the Touch of the Royal Scep- | 
ter at Edinburgh, the 16th of January, 1707. 


By his Grace James Dube of Queensberry, Her Majeſly's High Cam- 
e miſſioner for that Kingdom. 


UR SOVEREIGN LADY, and the E- 
ſtates of Parliament, conſidering, That by the 
late Act of Parliament for a Treaty with Eng- 
land for an Union of Both Kingdoms, it is pro- 

vided, That the Commiſſioners for that Trea- 
ty ſhould not treat of, or concerning any Alteration of 
the Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government of the Church of 
this Kingdom, as now by Law Eſtabliſhed : Which Trea- 
ty being now reported to the Parliament; and it being 
reaſonable and neceſſary, that * true Proteſtant Reli- 


gion, 


(2) 
gion, as preſently profeſs d within this Kingdom, with the 
Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government of this Church, 
| ſhould be effectually and unalterably ſecur d; Therefore 
Her Majeſty, with Advice and Conſent of the ſaid Eſtates 
of Parliament, doth hereby Eſtabliſh and Confirm the ſaid 
trae Proteſtant Religion, and the Worſhip, Diſcipline, and 
Government of this Church, to continue without any Alte- 
ration to the People of this Land in all ſucceeding Gene- 
rations: And more eſpecially Her Majeſty, with Advice 
and Conſent aforeſaid, Ratifies, Approves, and for ever 
i Confrrms the fifth Act of the Firſt Parliament of King Wil- 
_—--. liam and Queen Mary, entitul'd, An Act ratifying the Con- 
ö felſion of Faith, and 3 Presbyterian Church Government, 
j with the hail other Acts of Parliament relating thereto, in pro- 
| ſecution of the Declaration f the Eflates of this Kingdom, 
containing the Claim of- Right, bearing date the Eleventh of 
April 1689. And Her Majeſty, with Advice and Conſent 
| aforeſaid, expreſly provides and declares, That the foreſaid 
1 rrue Proteſtant Religion, contain'd in the above-mention'd 
! Confeſſion of Faith, with the Form and Purity of Worſhip 
preſently in Uſe within this Church, and its Presbyterian 
Church Government and Diſcipline ; that is to ſay, The Go- 
vernment of the Church by Kirk Seſſions, Presbyteri 
Provincial Synods, and General Aſſemblies, all Eftabliſh' 
by the forefaid Acts of Parliament, purſuant to the Claim 
of Right, ſhall remain and continue unalterable; and 
that the ſaid Presbyterian Government ſhall be the only 
| Government of the Church within the Kingdom of ' Scor- 
1 Jand. And further, for the 8 ſecurity of the foreſaid 
; Proteſtant Religion, and of the Worſhip, Diſcipline, and 


VV Government of this Church, as above-eſtabliſh'd, Her Ma- 
4 jeſty, with Advice and Conſent ſoreſaid, Statutes and En- 
4 acts, That the Univerſities and Colleges of St. Andrems, 
[| Glaſtom, Aberdeen and Edinburgh, as now -eftabliſh'd by 
Law, ſhall continue within this Kingdom for ever: And 
that in all time coming, no Profeſſors, Principals, Regents, 
Maſters, or others, bearing Office in any Unigerſity-Col- 
lege or School within this Kingdom, be capable, or be ad- 
mitied, or aliow'd to continue in the Exerciſe of their ſaid 
Functions, bat ſuch as ſhall own and acknowledg the Civil 
(Zovernment in manner preſcrib'd, or to be preſcrib'd by the 
Acts of Parliament: As allo that before or at their Admiſh- 
ons, they do, and ſhall acknowledg, and profeſs, and ſhall 
ö ſubſcribe 


(300 


ſubſcribe to the foreſaid Confeſſibn of Faith, as the Conſeſſi- 


on of their Faith; and that they will practiſe and conform 
themſelves to the Worſhip preſently in. Uſe in this Church, 


and ſubmit _ themſelves to the Goyernment and Diſcipline - 
thereof; and never endeavour directly or indirectly, the 


Prejudice or Subverſion of the ſame; and that before the re- 
ſpective Presby teries of their Bounds, by whatſomever Gift, 
Preſentation, or Proviſion they may be thereto provided. 
And further, Her Majeſty, with Advice foreſaid, expreſly 
Declares and Statutes, That none of the Subjects of this K ing- 


dom ſhall be liable to, but all and every one of them for ever 


free of any Oath, Teſt, or Subſcription,” within this King- 
dom, contrary to, or inconſiſtent with the foreſaid true 


Proteſtant Religion and Presbyterian Church- Government, 


Worſhip and Diſcipline, as above eftabliſh'd : And that the 


ſame within the Bounds cf this Church and Kingdom, hall , 


never be impos'd upon, or requir'd of them in any fort. 


And laſtly, That after the deceaſe of Her preſent Ma- 
jeſty, (whom God long preſerve) the Sovereign ſucceeding 
to her in the Royal Government of the Kingdom of Great-' 
Britain, ſhall in all Time coming, at bis or her Acceſſion to 


the Crown, {ſwear and ſubſcribe, That they (hall inviolably 
maintain and preſerve the foreſaid Settlement of the true Pro- 
teſtant Religion, with the Government, Worſhip, Diſcipline, 
Rights and Privileges of this Church, as above. eſtabliſned by 


the Laws of this Kingdom, in proſecution of the Claim of 
Right: And it is hereby Statute and Ordain'd, Thar this 


Act of Parliament, with the Eſtabliſhment therein contain'd, 


| ſhall be held and obſerv'd in all Time coming, as a Funda- 
mental and Effential Condition of any Treaty or Union, to 


be concluded betwixt the Two Kingdoms, without any. Al- 
teration thereof, or Derogation thereto, in any ſort for e- 
ver: As alfo, that this Act of Parliament and Settlement 
therein contain'd, ſhall be infert and repeated in an Act of 
Parliament that ſhall pals for agreeing and concluding the 
foreſaid Treaty or Union betwixt the two Kingdoms; and 
that the ſame ſhall be therein expreſly declar'd to be a Fun- 
damental and Eſſential Condition of the ſaid Treaty or 
Union in all time coming. 
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Erol, 
© * The Concluſion or Statutary Aft- 


WW HCH Articles of Union, and Act immediately a- 
bove-written, Her Majeſty, with Advice and Con- 
ſent foreſaid, Statutes, Enacts and Ordains, to be and con- 
tinge in all time coming, the ſure and perpetual Foundation 
of ane compleat and intire Union of the Two Kingdoms of 
Scotland and England, under this expreſs Condition and Pro- - 
viſion, That this Approbation and Ratification of the fore- 
ſaid Articles and Act ſhall be no ways binding on this King- 
dom, until the ſaid Articles and Act be Ratify'd, Approven 
and Confirm'd by Her Majeſty, with and by the Authori- 
ty of the Parliament of England, as they are now agreed 
to, Approven and Confirm'd by Her Majeſty, with and by 
the Authority of the Parliament of Scotland; Declaring ne- 
vertheleſs, That the Parliament of England may provide 
for the Security of the Church of England, as they think 
expedient, to take place within the Bounds of the ſaid King- 
dom of England, and not derogating from the Security a- 
bove-provided,for eſtabliſhing of the Church of Scotland with - 
in the Bounds of this Kingdom: As alſo the ſaid Parliament 
of England may extend the Additions, and other Proviſions 
contain'd in the Articles of Union as above inſerted, in Fa- 
vours of the Subjects of Scotland, to, and in Favours of 
the Subjects of England, which ſhall not ſuſpend or derogate 
from the Force and Effe& of this preſent Ratification, but 
ſhall be underſtood as herein included, without the neceſſitx 
of any new Ratification in the Parliament of Scotland, _. ., 

And laſtly, Her Majeſty Enacts and Declares, That all 
Laws and Statutes in this Kingdom, fo far as they are con- 
trary to, or inconſiſtent with the Terms of theſe Articles. 
as above-mention'd, ſhall from and after the Union ceaſe, 
and become void, | : 


(5) 
TO THE 
Queen's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The moſt humble Repreſentation and Petition of 
the Commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly of 
the Church of SCOTLAND. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 

T HE Church of Chriſt in Scotland being, as we ap- 
prehend, in hazard of ſad Alterations and Innova- 
tions, inconſiſtent with, and contrary to that happy 
Eſtabliſhment ſecur'd to us by the Laws, both of God and 
the Realm, from a Bill, intitled, A. Bill to prevent the diſ- 
turbing thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion, in that Part of 
Great-Britain, call d Scotland, in the Exerciſe of their Re- 
ligious Worſhip, and in the Uſe of the Liturgy of the Church 
of England; And for repealing an Act of Parliament a- 
gainſt Irregular Baptiſm and Marriages: We do in all 
Duty and Humility fly to your Majeſty's Royal Protection, 
ſo often and ſo graciouſly afſur'd ro us, both by your Royal 

Word and Letters. 


If the Matters in Queſtion did only relate to our own 


Eaſe, and better Accommodation, we ſhould patiently bear 
the ame: But when we ſee the Glory of God, and the 
Power and Purity of our Holy Religion, and of the Ordi- 
nances of Jeſus Chriſt in this Church ſo much concern'd, 
and the Peace and Quiet thereof, ard of this whole Conn- 

try fo viſibly in danger, to the Prejudice of your Majeſty's 
Honour and Government; we cannot but hope your Ma- 

jeſty will allow us to plead our juſt Right, with that gra- 
cious Liberty you were pleas'd to give to the meaneſt of 
your Subjects. 


When after the great and many Hardſhips, Troubles and 
Viciſſitudes, wherewith the Church of Scotland had been 
toſs'd even from its firſt Reformation from Popery ; it 
pleas d our; Gracious ON at, and by the late Revolu- 
eee 091 TRE Of MOT e 7 von, 
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(6) 
tion, to bleſs us with a full and compleat Reſtitu- 
tion, and that by the Claim of Right, and the Acts 
of Parliament following; viz, The 5:h Act of the Par- 
liament 1690. entitled, An Act for ratifying the Con- 
feſian of Faith, and ſettling Presbyterian Church Govern- 
ment; whereby Presbyterian Church Government is eſta- 
bliſh'd, ratify'd and confirm'd, as the only Government 
of Chriſt's Charch within this Kingdom ; reſcinding, an- 
pulling and making void all Acts of Parliament, Statutes 
and Ordinances in the contrary; allowing and declaring 
the General Meeting, and the Repreſentatives of the Mini- 
ſters and Elders, in whoſe Hands the Exerciſe of the Church 
Government is eltabliſh'd, to have Power to try and purge 
out all inſufficient, negligent, ſcandalous and erroneous Mi- 
niſters, by due Courſe of Eccleſiaſtical Proceſs and Cen- 
lures; and likewiſe to redreſs all other Church Diſorders. 
By which Act it is evident, that Presbyterian Church Go- 
vernment being thus eſtabliſh'd, the Miniſters and Elders 
of this Church have all the Powers, committed by our 
Lord and Maſter to his Miniſters and Officers, to watch 
over his Flock, and to guard it againſt all Uſurpers and In- 
traders, 20). By the 234 AR of Parliament 1693. entitled, 
An Act for ſettling the Quiet and Peace of the Church; 

whereby it is expreſly Statute and Ordain'd, That no Perſon 
be admitted, or continu'd to be a Miniſter, or preach 
within this Church, unleſs he firſt take and ſubſcribe the 
Oath of Allegiance and Aſſurance, and allo ſubſcribe the 
Confeſſion of Faith, as the Confeſſion of his Faith: As 
likewiſe, that he owns and acknowiedges Presbyterian 
Church Government to be the only Government of this 
Church. And further, That he obſerve the Uniformity of 
Worſhip, and of the Adminiſtration of all publick Ordi- 
nances, as the ſame are at preſent perform'd and allow'd 
within this Church; and that no Miniſter or Preacher be 
admitted or continu'd, unleſs he ſubſcribes to obſerve, and 
do actually ſee obſery'd the aforeſaid Uniformity. 30. By 


the 224 Act of the Parliament 1695. entitled, An Ac a- 
gainſt intruding into Churches, without à legal Call and Ad- 
miſſion thereto. By which Act it is Statute and Declar'd, 
That whoſoever ſhall intrude themſelves into any Church, 
or ſhall exerciſe any Part of the Miniſterial Function with- 


in 7 Pariſh, without an orderly Call from the Heretors 
an 


Iderſnip, and legal Admiſſion from the renten 


(7) 


of the Bounds, ſhall be remoy'd, and alſo incapable for the 


the Parliament 1702. entitled, An Act for ſecuring the 
true Proteſtant Religion and Presbyterian Government. 


Whereby the aforeſaid Act 1690. is fully ratify'd;, by 
which Acts, and ſeveral others to that Purpoſe, which we 
humbly preſame to lay together for your Majeſty's more full 


Information; we, with all Submiſſion, conceive that Preſ- 
byterian Church Government is as fully ſettled and ſecur d 
as could be devis'd. And as the Worſhip, Diſcipline, and 
Government of this Church were comply'd with, and ſub- 
mitted to. without any: Alteration in all time, fince the Re- 
formation, when Presbyterian Government was eſtabliſh'd 
by Law; ſo there is no reaſon to doubt but the ſame chear- 
ful and univerſal Compliance bad been given thereto, at, 
and ever ſince the late happy Revolution, if it had not been 
for that woſul Seed of Diſaffection to the Revolution, and 
your Majelty's Government as thereby eſtabliſh'd, and 
Which indeed has been the principal, if not the only Cauſe 
of theſe few Proſecutions, that occaſion d ſo loud and un- 
juſt a Clamour. | | | 

But that your Majeſty may further be ſatisfy' d of the 
Injuſtice of theſe Calumnies, wherewith we are reproach'd 
for exceſſive Rigour, we cannot but lay before your Majeſty 
this pregnant Inſtance of our Moderation: That ſince 
our late Eſtabliſhment, there have been taken in and con- 
tinu'd Hundreds of Diſſenting Miniſters, upon the eaſieſt 
Terms; and we are further aſſur d, that when any juſt 
Trial ſhall be made, we ſhall ever be found inclin'd to all 
that Chriſtian Tenderneſs that can be expected from ſuch 
as fear God, and love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity. 
Your Majeſty then, by what is here humbly repreſented, 
may plainly perceive what Security we have had for bur 
preſent Settlement before the Union; but then in order to 
the Union, and for the facilitating thereof, we have the 
Sixth Act of the Parliament 1707. entitled Act for ſe- 
curing the Proteſtan: Religion and Presbytervan Gouerument, 
whereby the bail Acts above ſet down arc ratify d and ap- 
proy'd. And your Majeſty furder, with Advice and Conſent 
of the Eſtates of Parliament, expreſly provides and declares, 
That the aforeſaid true Proteſtant Religion contain'd in 
the above-mention'd. Confellion of Faith, with the Form 
and Purity of Worſhip preaque'y in uſe within Ppt Oe, 
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(8) 
and its Presbyterian Church Government and Diſcipline, 
all eſtabliſh'd by the aforeſaid Acts of Parliament, purſu- 
ant to the Claim of Right, ſhall remain and continue un- 
alterable; and that the {aid Prechyterian Government hall 
be the only Government of the Church within the King-/ 
dom of Scotland: And furder after the Deceaſe of your 
Majeſty (whom God long preſerve) the Sovereign ſuc- 
ceeding, ſhall in all time coming, at his or her Acceſſion 
to the Crown, {wear and ſubſcribe, That they will invi- 
o/ably maintain and preſerve the aforeſaid Settlement of 
the True Proteſtant Religion, with the Government, Wor- 
hip, Diſcipline, Rights and Privileges of this Church a- 
bove by Law Eſtabliſh'd: And it is further Statute and Or- 
dain'd, That this AR 'of Parliament, with- the Eſtabliſh- 
ment therein contain'd, ſhall be held and obſerv'd in all 
time coming, as a Fundamental and Effential Conduion 
of any Treaty of Union, to be concluded betwixt the Two 
Kingdoms, without any Alteration thereof, or Derogation 
thereto in any Sort whatſoever ;, as alſo that this Act of 
Parliament and Settlement therein contain'd, ſhall be inſert 
and repeated in any Act of Parliament that ſhould paſs; 
for agreeing and concluding the aforeſaid Treaty of U- 
nion betwixt the Tivo Kingdoms, and that the ſame ſhall 
therein be deciar'd to be an Eſſential and Fundamental Con- 
dition of the ſaid Treaty of Union in all time coming: 
And accordingly, and that our Church might have the Ple- 
nary Security aboye provided, and that as was then plainly 
faid, and as the Acts ſufficiently import, our Security above- 
mention'd might be ſtated and eſtabliſh'd in a manner even 
beyond the Reach of Parliament; in both Acts of Par- 
lament paisd in both Kingdoms, ratify ing, approving the 
Treaty of Union, the aforeſaid Act for ſecuring the Pro- 
teſtant Religion and Precbyterian Church Government, is 
exprelly inſert, and is thereby Statute and Ordain'd, That 
this AR, with the Eſtabliſhment therein contain'd, ſhall be 
held and obſervd in all time coming, as a Fundamental 
and Eſſential Condition of the aforeſaid Treaty of Union, 
without any Alteration thereof, or Derogation thereto in 
any Sort for ever. (ad oh Vc 

This being our great and plenary Security in Law, that we 
have for our preſent Church-Government and Eſtabliſhment, 
and we being in danger on the other hand of Alterations 
and Innovations intended by the aforeſaid Bill, * 
| | CV IEA efore 
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before the Honourable Houſe of Commons, wherein be: 
ſide the hard Reflections contain'd in the Preface, it is 
propped to be Enacted, That Epiſcopal Diſſenters ſhall 
ave Liberty to meet and aſſemble, for the Exerciſe of 


Divine Worſhip in their own manner, and to uſe in their 
Congregations the Liturgy of the Church of England 


without any Diſturbance ; and that for qualifying ſach 
Paſtors, Epiſcopal Orders, and preſenting Letters of their 
Orders to the Juſtice of the Peace, ſhall be ſafficient ; and 
that no Perſon or Perſons, ſhall incur any Penalty what- 
ſoever, upon his or her reſorting to the ſaid Epiſcopal Meet- 
ing; and that it ſhall be Free and Lawful, for all the Sub- 
jects in that Part of Great- Britain call'd Scotland, to aſ- 
ſemble and meet for Divine Service, without any Diſtur- 
bance, and to ſettle their Congregations where they think 
fit, and for the Epiſcopal Miniſters, not only to pray and 
preach in their Congregations, but to adminiſter the Sa- 
craments, and may without incurring any Pain or Penalty 
whatſoever, or without any other Caveat, that appears 
for their Doctrine, fave that they ſhall not deny in their 
preaching or writing the Doctrine of the Blefſed Tri- 
nity; and withal' that the Presbyterian Clergy are ſtill al- 
low'd to inflit- Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures upon thoſe of their 
own Communion, which plainly imports an Exemption 
from all, who ſhall diſown their Communion. 

We cannot but in the firſt place expreſs our aſtoniſhing 
Surprize, and deep. Affliction, to hear of ſuch Bill offer'd 
for ſuch a large, and almoſt boundleſs Toleration, not only 
threatning the Overthrow of this CHURCH, but giving 
a large Licence, almoſt to all Errors and Blaſphemies, and 
| throwing up all good Dilcipline to the Diſhonour of GOD, 

and the Scandal and Ruin of 'the true Chriſtian Religion, 
and the infallible Diſturbance of the Quiet, and to the 
Confuſion of this Church and Nation. And therefore 
in the next place, we do with all Humility, but with the 
greateſt Earneſtneſs beſeech, nay  obteſt your Majeſty, 

— the fame Mercy of God that reitor'd this Church, 
and. rais'd your Majefty to the Throne, to interpoſe for 
the Relief of this Church, and the Maintenance of the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, againſt ſuxh a manifeſt and ruining 
Encroachment, in ſuch manner, as in your Royal Wiſdom 
and Juſtice you ſhall think needful. 


That 
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(10) Sy 
That the Gracious GOD may ever guide your Majeſty 
with his Counſels, till after a long and happy Reign upon 
Earth, he crowns you with Glory in Heaven, ſhall be the 
carneſt Prayers of 
May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, | 
Your Majefly's moſt Faithful, Obedient, 
and moft humble Servants and Subjects, 


The Minifters, and Elders, Commiſſoners of the late 
General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Sien d in our Name, and at our Appointment, by Six. 


Subſcribitur, William Mitchel, Moderator. 


* mmm. 


The CASE of the Church of Scotland with re- 

lation tothe BILL for a Toleration to the Epil- 
copal Diſſenters to ſet up Meeting-Houſes, and 
7 the Engliſh Service in Scotland. | 


IN the Preamble there ſeems to be a Miſtake in Fact; for 
thoſe of the Epiſcopal! Way in Scotland never embrac'd 
the Engl; Liturgy before the Abolition of Epiſcopacy 
there; nor have any of the Epiſcopal Preachers, who are 
allow'd to retain their Churches and Benefices there, fince 
Epiſcopacy was aboliſh'd, offer'd to {et up the Engliſh Li- 

turgy in their Congregations. Nor do all thoſe of the E- 
piſcopal Party, who keep Meeting-Houſes, uſe the Engliſh 
Liturgy; and of the few who do fo, none have been proſe- 
cuted on that account, but for diſorderly Practices contrary 
io Law, and chiefly with reſpe& to the Civil Government 
to which they refuſe Submiſſion, or to take the Oaths. 
Nor is there any one Inſtance that Ceremonies have been al- 
tow'd in Churches, which have not been eſtabliſh'd by 
ſome Eccleſiaſtical Authority, in any Kingdom, Dioceſs or 
Province. Nor can they be eſtabliſh'd by any ſuch Autho- 
rity row, becauſe tho the two Kingdoms be united in all 
Civil Matters, the two Churches are eſtabliſh'd for ever 
upon ſeparate Foundations. The 


the ſecond Clauſe, with liberty to uſe the Engl:;þ Liturgy 


land, 
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( 11 ) 
The firſt Clauſe allows the Epiſcopal Diſſenters to ſet up 
Congregations for Worſhip in their own manner, by Pal- 
tors Epiſcopally Ordain'd ; to whom alone tis reſtricted in 


without Diſturbance; and requires all Magiſtrates to pro- 
tet, aid and aſſiſt ſuch Miniſters, and thoſe of their Com- 
munion in their Aſſemblies in any Town or Place in Scot- 


1. This is contrary to the Union-AR, Vol. III. p. 733. 
which takes notice, that it was expreſly provided, as it 
really was, by the Act for the Treaty, Vol. III. pag. 696. 
That the Commiſſioners for the Union ſhould not treat 
Jof or concerning any Alteration of the Worſhip, Diſci- 
© pline and Government of the Church of Scotland as by 
© Law eſtabliſh'd ; and that the ſaid Treaty being repor- 
© ted to the Parliament, and it being reaſonable and ne- 
ceſſary that the true Proteſtant Religion, as at preſent 
© profeſs'd within Scotland, with the Worſhip, Diſcipline 
© and Government of the Church of Scotland, ſhould be 
© unalterably ſecur'd ; it does, p.733. eſtabliſh and confirm 
© theſaid true Proteſtant Religion, and the Worſhip, Diſci- 
© pline and Government of the ſaid Church, to. continue, 
F without Alteration, to the People of that Land in all ſuc- 
© ceeding Generations. | 

2, To allow ſuch Meetings, with ſuch a particular Em- 
phaſis only to Paſtors Epiicopally ordain'd, is expreſly 
contrary to the Claim of Right refer'd to in the Union- 
Act; and that Article of it, Vol. III. p. 151. declaring, 
© That Prelacy, and the Superiority of any Office in the 
Church above Presbyters, is and hath been a great and 
© jnſupportable Grievance and Trouble to this Nation, and 
c contrary to the Inclinations of the Generality of the 
© People ever ſince the Reformation (they having reform'd 
from Popery by Presbyters) and therefore ought to be 
c aboliſh'd; as it was accordingly, in purſuance of this Ar- 


© ticle, Vol. III. p. 197. And as her Majeſty accepted the 
Crown of Scotland upon theſe Terms, tis provided by the 


Union-Act, Vol. III. pag. 757. © That all future Princes 
care to [wear and ſubſcribe inviolabliy to preſerve and main- 
© tain the ſaid Settlement of the True Proteſtant Religion, 
© with the Government, Worſhip, Diſcipline, Rights and Pri- 
s vileges of the Church of Scotland, as above eſtabliſh'd by 


© the Laws of this Kingdom, in proſecution of the Claim of 
| «(is : * * Right, | 
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© Right. And 'tis hereby ſtatute and ordain'd, That this 
Act of Parliament, with the Eſtabliſhment therein con- 
© tain'd, ſhall be held and obſery'd in all times coming as 
© a fundamental and eſſential CONDITION of any 
* Treaty or Union to be concluded betwixt the two King- 
© doms, witbout any Alteration thereof, or Derogation there- 


* to, in any ſort, for ever. As alſo, T bat this Act of Par- 


* liament, with the Eſtabliſhment therein contain'd, ſhall 
© be infert and repeated in any Act of Parliament that 
© ſhall paſs for agreeing and concluding the ſaid Treaty of 
© Union betwixt the two Kingdoms; and that the ſame 
© ſhall be therein expreſly declar'd to be a Fundamental and 
© Effential Condition of the ſaid Treaty of Union in all 
time coming. — And that the Parliament of England 
© may provide for the Security of the Charch of England 
as they think expedient, to take place within the Bounds 
© of the ſaid Kingdom of England, and not derogating from 
© the Security above provided for the eftabliſhing of the 
© Church of Scotland within the Bounds of this Kingdom.” 
This Act is accordingly inſerted in the Union-A&t made 
by the Parliament ot England, 5 Anne, chap. 8. Article 
25. Stat. at large, Vol. III. pag. 2471. So that to allow 
the Toleration propos'd, ſeems to weaken the Foundation 
of her Majeſty's Title to the Crown of Scotland, which ſhe 
receiv'd upon the Claim of Right, as well as a fundamen- 
tal Article of the Union, by which alone the Hannover Suc- 
ceſſion is eſtablifh'd in Scotland, Article II. 

At the ſame time it ſeems to weaken the Security of 
the Church of England in her Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſci- 
pline and Government, which is provided for in the ſame 
manner, and no otherwiſe by the Union - Act, which, if 
kept to, muſt continue unalterable in all ſucceeding Ages to 
the People of England, notwithſtanding any ſuch Turn of 
Affairs as has formerly happen'd, from which the Church 
«f England can't be exempted no more than the Church of 
Scotland, if the Union- Act comes once to be broke. 

3. To oblige all Magiſtrates to protect, aid and aſſiſt the 
Fpiſcopal Miniſters, and thoſe of their Communion, in 
their Aſſemblies, in any Town or Place in Scotland they 
thirk tt to chuſe, as in the firſt and ſixth Clauſes of the 
Bil!, {cems not only to give them a liberty to ſet-up their 
Worſhip in Pariſh-Churches and Chappels, which is more 
than Diſſenters are allow'd in England, but in effect + 

2 | nuis 
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nals all thoſe Acts by which Magiſtrates are oblig'd to 


protect, aid and afliſt the Miniſters and Aſſemblies of the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church of Scotland. And particularly, (1.) the 
Act for ſettling the Quiet and Peace of the Church, J. III. 
p. 3755 by which © Magiſtrates are oblig'd to give all due 
* Aflittance, for making the Sentences and Cenſures of the 
© Church and Judicatories thereof to be obey d, or other- 
* ways effectual, as Accords againſt all Miniſters and Prea- 
chers that don't take and ſubſcribe the Oath of Alle- 
n glance, and ſubſcribe the Aſſurance, and alſo the Confeſ- 
© {ion of Faith, declaring the ſame to be the Confeſſion of 
© his Faith, and that he owns the Doctrine therein con- 
© tain'd to be the true Doctrine which he will conſtantly 
© adhere to; and likewiſe that he owns and acknowledges 
© Presbyterian Church- Government to be the only Go- 
© vernment. of this Church, and that he will ſabmit there- 
to and concur therewith, and never endeavour, directly 
© of indirectly, the Prejudice or Subverſion thereof; and 
© likewiſe againſt all Miniſters and Preachers that don't ſub- 
© ſcribe to obſerve, and do actually obſerve the . 
© of Worſnip, and of the Adminiſtration of all public 

© Ordinances, as the ſame are at preſent perform'd and al- 
© low'd therein, or Hall be hereafter declar'd by the Autho- 
* rity of the ſame ;, and likewiſe againſt ſuch Miniſters as 


are ſcandalous, erroneous, negligent or inſafficient, who 


care declar'd'to be ſubject to the Power and Cenſures of 
© the Church.” 7e H 

(2.) It ſeems to derogate from the Act againſt intradin 
into Churches without a legal Call and Admiſſion, Vol. III. 
pag. 430. by which all ſach Preachers as intrade into any 
Church, Manſion or Benefice, or exerciſe any part of the 
Miniſterial: Function within any Pariſh, without an Or- 
derly Call from the Heretors and Elderſhip, and legal Ad- 
million from the Presbytery of the Bounds, are liable to 


the Penalties ee and to be remoy'd by the 


Magiſtrates upon Complaint from the Presbytery of the 
Bounds, or from * Perſon OI Warrant, &c. 

( 3.) It ſeems to derogate from the Act againſt Profane- 
nels, Vol. III. pag. 585. which orders all Perſons who ſhall 
be excommunicate for. not anſwering, or for not obeying 
and ſatisfying the Church, when proceſs d before them for 
Profaneneſs and Immorality, or ſhall be declar'd by the 
Church to be contumacious, upon Repreſentation to the 


Sovereign, 
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(14) 
Sovereign, to be uncapable of any Pahlick Truſt, Civil or 
Military, as appears by the cloſe of that Act. 

The third Clauſe of the Bill, That all ſuch Paſtors are 
to take the ſame Oaths to the Queen and Government, and 
in the ſame manner and place as the Presbyterian Clergy, 
ſeems not to be ſtrong enough ; for the Presbyterian Cler- . 

y are all known to be well-affeQed to the Revolution, to 
- Majeſty, whom they own to be our only Lawful and 
Rightfaul Sovereign de Jure, as well as de Facto, and like- 
Wiſe firm to the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line of Hanno- 
ver, which they own to be a legal and good Eſtabliſhment, 
according to our Conſtitution : Whereas the far greateſt. 
part of thoſe who preach in Epiſcopal Meetings are known 
to be Nonjurants, and others ſalve their Conſciences with 
ſearing to the Queen as Sovereign de Facto; therefore it 
would ſeem to be neceſſary, that the Epiſcopal Preachers, 
if tolerated, ſhould be oblig d to own her Majeſty de Jure, 
as well as de Fafo, in the plain meaning of the words, 
without Equivocation or Mental Reſervation, and to ab- 
jure the Pretender and the whole Popifh Line; and like- 
wiſe to Pray for Queen Anne by Name, and for her Royal 
Highneſs the Princeſs Sophia Electreſs Dowager of Hannover, 
and the Royal Family of the Proteſtant Line, becauſe it is 
known they equivocate by praying for the Sovereign or 
Queen in general, or for Princeſs Sophia, by which they 
intend the Pretender, bis Mother the late Queen, and his 
ſuppos'd Siſter, one of whoſe Names is Sophia. 

In a Toleration of this kind, Policy and Order do re- 
quire, that the Miniſters who are indulg'd this Favour, 
ſhould be of the Proteſtant Religion at leaft ; and for 
that reaſon the Diſſenters in England are oblig'd to ſign 
the Doctrinal Articles of the Church of England, which is 
the Confeſſion of Faith of that Chnrch ; and therefore for 
obſerving the decent Equality betwixt the two Churches 
in point of Security, intended by the Treaty, the Mini- 
ſters now to be tolerated in Scotland ought to fign the 
Confeſſion of Faith, as it is inſerted in Act. 5. Vol. III. 
fol. 206. Parl. 1690. which is declar'd to be the Confeſſion 
of Faith of that Church, with exception of ſuch Chapters 
or Heads of the Confeſſion, as concern the preciſe Heads 
of Difference tolerated. But if Gentlemen for Punctilio 
| Quo there can be nothing elſe in it) will not admit this Con- 

eſſion to be the Teſt, yet at leaſt the Epiſcopal Clergy . 
| | cotlan 
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Scotland can have no exception againſt ſigning and ſwearin 
the Confeſſion of Faith, which they were bound to 3 
ſign and ſubſcribe, and which they actually did ſubſcribe 
till the Revolution, according to the 6th Act of the Parl. 
1681. Vol. II. fol. 5 34. | | 
It ſeems alſo neceflary, that thoſe who give a Call to 
ſach Epiſcopal Miniſters, be oblig'd to take the Oaths and 
Aſſurance, as thoſe who give a Call to the eſtabliſh'd Mi- 
niſters are oblig'd to do by the Act for taking the Oath of 
Allegiance and Aſſurance, Vol. III. pag. 338, and 604. by 
which they are oblig d, in the ſincerity of their Hearts, to 
afſert,acknowledg and declare, That Her Majeſty Queen Anne 
is the only Lawful and Undoubted Sovereign of this Realm 
as well de Jure as de Facto; and that they will Maintain and 
Defend Her Majeſty's Title and Government againſt the 
Pretended Prince of Wales and his Adherents, and all o- 
ther Enemies, Cc. And it were to be wiſh'd that the 
Clauſe in the Bill, appointing the Epiſcopal Clergy to take 
the Oath of Allegiance and Aſſurance, had been expreſs'd 


in more plain Terms; for as it ſtands, tis fo delicate and 


1 upon that Point, as if Men were afraid to touch a 
re. | 8 
The ſixth Clauſe of the Bill for repealing the Act of 
1695, againſt irregular Baptiſms and Marriages, is ſcarce 
reconcilable to the Union- Treaty, which ratifies the Preſ- 
byterian Government, and the Rights the Church ſtood 
poſleſs'd of. Tis not conſiſtent with civil Order and Po- 
icy ; for tis obvious, that the Regiſtration. of Baptiſms 
in Meeting-Houſes will be neglected, becauſe of the too 
apparent Diſſenſion betwixt the Regular and Epiſcopal 
Clergy ; and the Articles of Marriages will expoſe the Mat- 
ter of Succeſſion and Propinquity to inextricable Difficul- 
ties: for theſe Meeting · Houſes being precarious as to their 
Settlement, and perhaps not numerous, the Proclamation of 
the Bans in thoſe Places will be no Publication. Beſides, Le- 
gal Publication ſhould be where the Legal Eſtabliſhment is; 
becauſe the Law only preſumes that People come there, tho 


they Tolerate them to go elſewhere: and there can be no 
Scruple of Conſcience in point of Marriage, except among 


Papiſts, who account it a Sacrament. Beſides, tis inconſi- 
Rent with the Equality of the two Churches, that the Diſ- 
ſenters in England ſhould be prohibited the Solemnizing of 
- Marriages, and the ſame ſhould be allow'd to the Epiico- 
pal Diſſenters in Scotland. e he 


— — — p — 1 — 
— — — — 


« \ 
(x6 ) 

The fame Clauſe of the Bill is alſo againſt the Equality, 
which by the Union tis conceiv'd ought to be between the 
two Churches, ſince it forbids any Diſability or Incapacit 
upon ſuch as reſort to Epiſcopal Meetings ; whereas thoſe 
who reſort to Diſſenting Meetings in England, are made 
uncapable of. publick Poſts by the Teſt Act, and that a- 
gainſt Occaſional Conformity; tho the Englif Diſſenters 


are known to be firm to the Eſtabliſh'd Government and 


the Hannover Succeſſion, which cannot be ſaid of the Epiſco- 
pal Diſſenters in Scotland. | 

The e of the Scots Epiſcopal Miniſters by 
this and the firſt Clauſe, to ſet up their Meetings in any 
Town or Place in Scotland, ſeems alſo to derogate from 
the Act againſt Fr into Churches, abovemention'd, 
Vol. III. pag. 430. And at leaſt twould ſeem to be neceſſary, 
that the Acts made to ſecure the Church againſt Intruders, 


ſhould by ſome juſt Proviſo be clearly preſerv'd, viz. That 


part of the Act concerning the Church, p. 436. which en- 
courages Preachers at vacant Churches by North Forth, and 
Acts of the ſame nature, Vol. III. pag. 492. and pag. 532. 
for preventing of Diſorders in ſupplying and planting of 
vacant Churches; wherein the Epiſcopal Party is charg d 
with Rabblings and Tumults againſt Miniſters lawfally ſent 
to preach in vacant Churches; and to prevent this, Magi- 
ſtrates are order'd, under the Penalties therein contain'd, to 
concur with the Presbyterys in planting of vacant Churches. 

The ninth Clauſe declares and enacts by the Authority a- 
foreſaid, That no civil Pain, Forfeiture, or Diſability what- 
ſoever, ſhall be in any ways incurred by any Perſon or Per- 
ſons, by reaſon of any Excommunication, Proſecution in or- 
der to Excommunication, by the Church Judicatories in that 
part of Great Britain call'd Scotland ; and all Civil Magiſtrates 
are hereby expreſly prohibited and diſcharg'd to force or 
compel any Perſon or Perſons to appear when ſummon'd, 
or to give Obedience to any ſuch Sentence when pronounc'd, 
any Law or Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding, 

This makes a perpetual Divorce betwixt the Civil and Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Powers, and ledves the Church of Scotland no 
more power than a Philoſopher : they are eſtabliſh'd in the 
Correction of Manners; they are confirm'd in their Govern- 


ment; they are in many Acts of Parliament, particularly in 


the 6th Act Parl. 1579. Vol. I. p. 410. granted to have a 
Juriſdiction; and theſe words do neceſſarily imply a coer- 
| cive 
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cive Power. The Church has enjoy'd the Concurrence of 
the Civil Power for bringing her Members under due Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Correction and Cenſure in every Eſtabliſhment. 
The Privileges of Haly Kirk were confirm'd in every Reign 
before the Reformation; and there is no Man, the leaſt 
known in Canon Law and Church Hiſtory, ignorant that the 
Civil Magiſtrate did concur to make effectual Eccleſiaſtick 
Proceſſes and Cenſures. At the Reformation, the Laws in 
favour of the Church were not ſimply reſcinded, but in fo 
far as they were contrary to the Reformation; and after 
the Reformation, the Power of the Church, their Proceſſes 
and Cenſures were of the fame Force, and had the ſame 
Concurrence and Anthority of the Civil Magiſtrate under 
the different Forms of Government, Presbyterian or Epiſ- 
copal. The Coronation Oath binds the Sovereign to root | 
out Hereticks and Enemies to the true Worſhip of God, | 
that ſhall be convicted by the true Kirk of God; and the ; 
true Kirk by the Laws as they ſtand, is the ERabliſhment 4 
of the Kirk of Scorland : and thus even the ſapreme Civil | 


Authority is engag'd to ſupport the Cenſures of the Church 
Judicatories. And 'tis obſervable, that when Epiſcopacy 
was aboliſh'd by the Third Act of Parliament 1689. Vol. 3. 
P. 197. the Laws eſtabliſhing Epiſcopacy were not aboliſh'd 
ſimply, but in fo far allanerly, as they were inconſiſtent 
with the Act. And the Twenty Second Act of the Parlia- 
ment 1693. Vol. 3. p. 355. in fine, does Statute and Ordain, 
That the Lords of Her Majeſty's Privy-Council, and all 
other Magiſtrates, Judges and Officers of Juſtice, give all 
due Aſſiſtance for making the Sentences and Cenſures of 
the Church and Jadicatories thereof to be obey'd, or other- 
wiſe effectual as Accords. Cog ods | 
'Tis true, that ſome have vainly imagin'd that theſe 
words as Accords, do take off from the force of the plain 
and Statutory Words; but with great reſpect, this is directly 
contrary to the Will of the Law, which commands Aſſiſ- 
tance and ſuppoſes it due: and the poſſeſſion of the Church 
does confirm, or indeed would alone be ſufficient to eſtabliſh 
a Right to require the Concurrence of the Civil Powers. So 
that the depriving} the Church of the Concurrence of the 
Civil Authority in theſe Matters, is to leave her the bare 
Name of Diſcipline ; which could never be the deſign of a 
fair Treaty. _ | — 
*'Tis. worth the r of any Chriſtian Legiſla- 


ture, 
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ture, that this Clauſe is wholly foreign to the main Inten- 
tion of the Bill: The Bill pretends to ſet Men at Liberty, 
in point of Conſcience, and this to inlarge them in point 
of Immoralitv, and is inconſiſtent with Civil as well as Ec- 
cleſiaſ ical Policy: for 'tis certainly an Advantage, that the 
Church ſhould enjoy effectually thoſe Cenſures, to prevent 
the more ſcvere application of the Laws by the Civil Maęiſ- 
trate. The Church intends a Correction and Amendment of 
Mind and I ife, before Men grow ſturdy enough to be the 
Object of Vindicta publica. 

And 'tis fu ther to be obſerv'd, that in this artful indul- 
gent Clauſe, the very Laws againſt every branch of Im- 
morality and Prophaneneſs are ſhaken; for the Power of 
the Church and the Concurrence of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
are interwoven in the Acts of the Parliament of Scotland, 
upon theſe Heads, 

And laſtly, Tho theſe things were not ſo evident, as in- 
deed they are, if theſe Objections be admitted at leaſt as 
probable Grounds againſt this Bill, yet they mult have a 
great force, ſince the ſubject of the Queſtion is the Security 


of the Church of Scotland, which is made an Eſſential and 


Fundamental Condition of the Treaty of Union: and 'tis of 


the laſt Conſcquence not to come near Conditions that are 
Fundamental; eſpecially where the Church is in the leaſt 


Danger, and where the People that are poſlefs'd of the Le- 
gal Eſtabliſhment, muſt be under the greateſt uneaſineſs: 
tor nothing that is Fundamental, even in Civil Affairs, and 
much more where People apprehend the Church and Reli- 
gion may be in any Hazard, ought to be touch'd without 
the greateſt Neceſſity. And indecd, if this, which is the moſt 
ſolemn and abſolute Condition of the Treaty, can admit of 
diit:inRions to defeat the Intereſt of the Church, the Treaty 
will be of very ſmall Force or Security in any part of it. 
The Door which muſt be ſet open to all Prophaneneſs, by 
exempting thoſe who ſhall decline the Communion of the 
Church of Scotland, cannot be ſhut, by ſetting up an Epiſ- 
copal Juriſdiction among, Epiſcopal Diſſenters there; for 
that's contrary to the Union Act, which aboliſhes Epiſcopacy 


for ever in Scotland, in purſuance of the Claim of Right. 


Nor can the Scots Epiſcopal Clergy be ſubject to Engliſb or 
Iriſh Biſhops; becauſe the Union-AR, Vol. III. pag. 757. 
provides, 1 bat none of the Subjects of Scotland ſhall be lia- 
ble to, but all and every of them free from any Oath, Leit, 
| | OF 
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of Subſcription within that Kingdom, contrary to, ot incon- 
ſiſtent with the ſaid true Proteſtant Religion, Presbyterian 


Church Government, kgs. and Diſcipline, as above eſta- 


bliſh'd ; and that the ſame within the Bounds of that Church 
and Kingdom ſhall never be impos d upon, or requir'd of 
them in any fort. By this it ſeems plain, that the Epiſco- 
pal Clergy in Scotland cannot give Aſſent or Conſent, Oath 
or Subſcription to any other Form of Doctrine, Worſhip aud 
Diſcipline, but that of the Church there eſtabliſh'd by Law. 

Belides, this is utterly inconſiſtent with the words of the 
Treaty, whereby ſhe is declar'd to be the only Church in 
that Kingdom, and the 69th Act of the forecited Parliament, 
1579.which grants theJuriſdiction of the Church in the Cor- 
rection of Manners, Cc. declares there's no other Face of a 
Kirk nor Face of Religion, that that Eſtabliſh'd; and this 
Act is expreſly ratify'd by the Act of 1592. in favour of 
Mops! yy Church Government ; which again is ratify'd by 
the 5th Act of the Parliament 1690. and that expteſly by the 
Treaty of Union. Nor indeed would the impotent appea- 
rance of Power in the Epiſcopal Clergy be effectual to re- 
ſtrain Immorality, unleſs the Civil Magiſtrate did concur 
with them; and twere very abſurd, that the Clergy Tole- 
rated ſhould have the Concurrence of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
ak thoſe who are eſtabliſh d by ſolemn Treaty, are de- 
ny'd it. 

"The 11th Clauſe of the Bill about Popiſh Recuſants, of 
thoſe that deny, by Preaching or Writing, the Doctrine of 
the Ever Bleſſed Trinity needs a great deal of Explanation 
becauſe the Act for preventing the Growth of Popery, Lol. III. 
pag. 56 5. ordains all Magiſtrates to retain Papiſts, Prieſts, - | 
Jeſuits, &c. who ſhall be preſented to them, Priſoners, & c. 
and recommends to the Presbyters of the Kingdom, te give 
in Liſts of Children under Popiſh Parents, Tutors, Carates, 
or other Papiſts within their reſpective Bounds : which may 
be evaded, if the Magiſtrates be not order d to concur wit! 
the Church, in obliging Papiſts to renounce Popery, in the 
Preſence of the Presbyters whete they live, &c. and like- 
wiſe according to the AR, Vol. III. pag. 505. about Pro- 
teſtant Servants in Popiſh Families. And the proviſion made 
in that Clauſe againſt Blaſphemy, ſeems to be ſhort of our 
Laws againſt that tremendous Crime, particulatly that in 
Vol. III. pag. 418. which ratifies that of K ing Charles II. 
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Some QUERIES 2 ropos d, upon the 

BILL zom depending ee the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, for a Toleration to the Epiſ- 
copal Diſſenters in Scotland. 


T HE Preamble of the Bill intimates, that ſince the a- 
+ boliſhing of Epiſcopal Government in Scotland, thoſe of 
the Epiſcopal Perſuaſion have been frequently diſturb'd and 
interrupted in their religious Aſſemblies, and their Miniſ- 
ters proſecuted with the utmoſt Rigour, for reading the 
Engliſh Service in their Congregations, and for adminiſ- 
tring the Sacraments according to the Form and Manner 
preſcrib'd in the Liturgy of the Church of England. 

The Bill propoſes to Enact, That Epiſcopal Diſſenters 
ſhall for the future have Liberty to meet and aſſemble for 
the Exerciſe of Divine Worſhip in their own manner, by 
Paſtors Epiſcopally ordain'd, and to uſe in their Congre- 
gations the Liturgy of the Church "of England, without 
any Diſturbance : And all Magiſtrates concern'd are ſtrict- 
ly requir'd to give all manner of Protection, Aid and Aſ- 
ſiſtance to ſuch Miniſters, and thoſe of their Communion, 
in their Aſſemblies, in any Town or Place in Scotland, 

None are to exerciſe the Function of Paſtors in ſuch 
Meetings, but ſuch as have receiv'd Epiſcopal Orders, and 
8 Letters of their Orders to the Juſtices of the 

eace at the General or Quarter Seſſions; which Letters 
are to be enter d on Record. | | 
All ſuch Paſtors are to take the ſame Oaths to the Queen 
and Government, and in the > wi Place and Manner as the 

Their Aſſemblies are to de held with Doors not lock'd, 
Þar'd or bolted. | ee | 

The Epiſcopal Diſſenters are ſtill to pay Tythes, and o- 
ther Parochial Duties to the Church or Miniſter of the Pa- 
riſh to which they belong. 3 
And whereas an Act paſsd in the Parliament of Scot- 
land, Anno 1695. intitled, An Act againſt irregular Bap- 
tiſms and Marriages; by which Epiſcopal Miniſters are 

rohibited to baptize any Children, or to ſolemnize any 

arriage, upon pain of perpetual Impriſonment or Baniſh- 
ment, it is hereby repeal'd ; and propos d to be * 
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That none ſhall incur any Diſability, Incapacity, Forfeiture 
or Penalty,upon account of their reſorting to Epiſcopal Meet- 


ings, which may be ſettled in what Towns or Places they 


think fit to chuſe : And that Epiſcopal Miniſters may not 
only pray and preach in Epiſcopal Congregations, but admi- 
niſter the Sacraments, ard marry, without any Penalty. 

The Parents that have their Children chriſten'd by Epiſco- 
pal Miniſters, are oblig'd to enter the Birth and Chriſtning 
of their Children in the Regiſter Books for Chriſtnings in 
their reſpective Pariſhes, 

No Epiſcopal Miniſters are to marry any Perſons but 
thoſe whoſe Bannes have been duly publiſh'd three ſeveral 
Lord's Days, either in the Epiſcopal Congregations which 
the two Parties frequent, or in the Churches to which they 
belong as Pariſhioners, 1 

The Laws againſt Profaneneſs and Immorality, and for fre- 
2 Divine Service on the Lord's Day, are to be ſtill in 

orce, and executed againſt all Perſons that offend againſt the 

ſaid Laws; or ſhall not reſort either to ſome Church, or 
ſome Congregation or Aſſembly of Religious Worſhip per- 
mitted by this Bill. | 

The Presbyterian Clergy are ſtill allow'd to inflict Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Cenſures upon thoſe of their own Communion, Who 
ſhall be found guilty of any Crime or Offence, that is ſub- 
ject to the Cognizance of their Eccleſiaſtical Judicatories, 

No Advantage is hereby given to any Papiſt or Popiſh 
Recuſant, or to any Perſon that ſhall deny in bis Preaching 
or Writing the Doctrine of the Ever-blefſed Trinity. 

If any maliciouſly or contemptuouſly come into Epiſcopal 
ATemblies and diſturb them, or miſuſgany of their Miniſ- 
ters, upon Proof before the Juſtices of the Peace, they ſhall 
find Snreties to be, bound in Recognizance in a certain 
Penal Sum, for their Appearance at the Seſſions, or before the 
Lords: of the Juſticiary at Edenburgh, or in the Circuits; 
and in default of ſach Sureties, ſhall be committed to Priſon, 
and upon Conviction ſhall forfeit a certain Sum of Mony. 
Andi if the Magiſtrates, or any pretending to Authority, 
ſhall in contempt of this Law forbid or hinder thoſe of the 
Epiſcopal Perſuaſion from meeting together for Divine Wor- 
| ſhip, in the Places under their Juriſdiction, or ſhall ſhut up, 
or cauſe to be ſhut up, the Doors of the Houſes or other Pla- 
ces where ſuch Aſſemblies are held, or intended to be held; 
they upon Proof of it, are allo to be puniſn d. 
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Upon occaſſon of this Bill "tis humbly Qukkix b, 


[; W Hether for a Toleration to the Epiſcopal Diſſenters in 

Scotland, the Repealing an Act paſs'd before the 
Union, and confirm'd by the Union, will not weaken the 
Act of Union, in which all the Pri vileges of the Church of 
Scotland (regular Marriages and Baptiſms among the reſi) 
were in the moſt ample and ſolemn manner confirm'd ? 

II. Whether the Preamble of this Bill does not contain 
an heavy Charge upon an Eſtabliſh'd Church that has en- 
deavour'd to behave it ſelf with great Lenity, even when -it 
has been many ways aſſaulted ? 

III. Whether the Exauctorated Biſhops are by this Bill 
to be legally authoriz'd to keep up a Succeſſion of Epiſco- 
pal Miniſters in Scotland? Or whether a new Set of Biſhops 

n that Country is hereby intended to be provided for, that 

there may ſtill be ſome to reap the Benefit of this Tolera- 
tion? And whether ſuch a Continuation of Biſhops in Scor- 
land be not directly contrary to the Act of Union? Or 
whether when the few Scottiſh Biſhops that yet ſurvive are 
dead, it be iotended they ſhould all be ordain'd in Eng- 
land? And whether this would not carry in it a Depen- 
dance an the Exgliſß Biſhops? 

IV. Whether it be equal, that Perſons ſhould be exempted 
from all Incapacity, Forfeitures, or Penalties, reſorting to 
Epiſcopal Meetings in Scotland, when this very Parliament 
has made the Diſſenters of England incapable of Poſſeſſing 
any Place of Profit and Truſt, for reſorting to Presbyterian 
Meetings here? , | 

V. Whether the bare Allowance by this Bill given to the 
Presbyterian Clergy in Scotland, to inflict Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
ſures upon thoſe of their own Communion, to the Excluſion 
of others, tho ever ſo flagitious, don't fall far ſhort of the 
Union-Act, which provides for the continuance of the Wor- 
ſhip, Diſcipline and Government of the Church of Scotland, 
without any Alteration. to the People of that Land in all 
{ſucceeding Generations? 5 Anne, Cap. 8. Sett. 2. 

VI, Whether when the Epiſcopal Miniſters preſent Let- 
ters of their Orders to the Juſtices, they ſhen'd not alſo be 

oblig'd to certify the Places of their Worſhip, and obtain a 

Licenſe, as is requir'd of Diſſenters in England? And whe: 

ther 


„„ 
ther all Churches and Chappels ſhould not be expreſly ex- 
cepted from becoming their places of Worſhip ? 

VII. Whether for the greater ſecurity of the Government, 
it is not fit that all Epiſcopal Miniſters that have the Benefit 
of the Act, ſhould be expreſly requir'd to take the Oath of 
Allegiance to the Queen, and ſign the Aſſurance that (he is 
Queen de Jure as well as de Facto, which is requir'd of 
the Presbyterian Miniſters of Scotland ? And whether all that 
call an Epiſcopal Miniſter to officiate in any private Congre- 
gation, ſhould not be oblig'd to qualify themſelves, by taking 
the Oaths according to Law, as well as it is requir'd of all 
that call a Presbyterian Miniſter to any Pariſh-Church ? 

VIII. Whether Epiſcopal Diſſenters as well as others, 
ſhould not be liable to Church-Cenſures for ſcandalous Im- 
moralities, that ſo Temptation may not be offer'd Perſons to 


deſert the eſtabliſh d Church in Scotland, and go over to the 


Diſſenters there, on purpoſe to eſcape Cenſure, when it is 
juſtly deſervd; and when their being exempted from it 
would be a Reproach to a Chriſtian Country ? | 

IX. Whether ic be equal that marrying Perſons ſhould be 
allow'd to the Diſſenters in Scotland, when it is deny d to 
the Diſſenters in England ? 

X. Whether ſome Proviſion ſhould not be made for the 
puniſhing ſuch Epiſcopal Miniſters in Scotland, as leave out the 
Prayers in the Liturgy for the Queen and the Princeſs Sophia 
of Hannover, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion in that Family? 

XI. Whetber Epiſcopal Diſſenters in Scotland ſhould not 
be oblig'd to ſubſcribe the Doctrinal Articles of the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church there, as well as the Presbyterian Diſſenters 
here are oblig'd to ſubſcribe the Doctrinal Articles of the 
Church of England ? 


XII. Whether this Bill, which fo fally authorizes the Uſe 


of the Liturgy of the Church of England in Scotland, tho 
the Uſe of it conld never obtain there, even in the time 


when Epiſcopacy prevail'd, does not deſerve the matureſt 


Conſidetation ? ore 

XIII. And finally, Whether, when a Bill is depending, 
which ſo nearly affects the Eitablith'd Church of Scotland in 
her Rights and Privileges, which have been ſettled by ſo 
many Acts of Parliament, all which were fully ratify'd by 


the Act of Union; it be not equal and requiſite that the ſhould 


have a reaſonable Notice of this. depending Bill, and be 
heard before the ſame do paſs ? "IR T% 
| | E: 4 Some 
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( 24.) 


Some Conſiderations upon the Bill for Toleration in 
Scotland, nom depending in the Right Honon- 
rable the Houſe of Lords. 


J. FE is humbly thought, that what is ſaid in the Bill 
concerning the Diſcipline of the Eitabliſh'd Church of 
Scotland, is not only unfit to be in a Bill for Toleration, 
when it ſo evidently weakens the Authority of the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, but ſeems to encroach upon the Act of U- 
nion; and therefore ſhould be dropt. | 
5 II. As to the Teſt of Orthodoxy, it is neceſſary there 
' ſhould be one, that may be a Fence againſt Hereſy and Er- 
ror: And tho it appears to be reaſonable that all Epiſcopal 
Miniſters and Preachers ſhould ſabſcribe the Doctrinal Ar- 
. ticles of the Confeſſion of Faith of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
which is ratify'd by Law ; yet if that ſhould not be thought 
fit, there can be no rational Objection made againſt their 
ſubſcribing that Confeſſion of Faith, to which they were 
oblig'd when Epiſcopal Government obtain'd in Scotland, 
III. The-mentioning of Epiſcopal Ordination as neceſ- 
fary, in order to enjoy the Benefit of Toleration, ſeems 
plainly to be an Authorizing of Epiſcopal Juriſdiction in 
8 contrary to the Claim of Right, ratify'd by the 
nion, | | | 
IV. It ſeems to be a Reflection againſt the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church, when the General Aſſembly have enacted, that all 
the Miniſters of the Church of Scotland ſhould pray for 
her Majeſty, the Princeſs Sophia, and the Heirs of her 
Body being Proteſtants (which they underſtand to be the 
Royal Family) that in a Bill for Toleration the Miniſters 
of the ſaid Church ſhould be oblig'd under Penalties to uſe 
a ſet Form of Words, as if they had been deficient in pray- 
ing as aforeſaid. pl 
V. It is thought reaſonable that the Toleration in Scot- 
land ſhould be on the ſame Footing with that of the Diſ- 
ſenters in England; and an impartial Concern for the Se- 
cutity of the one Church as well as of the other, ſeems to 
l make this neceſſary. | 
| VI. The ſame Reaſon pleads that all Preachers of 
83 | | Diſſenting 
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Diſſenting Congregations ſhould be oblig'd to qualify them - 
ſelves, as the Paſtors of the ſaid Congregations are oblig d 
to by the Bill. 

VII. It ſeems equitable, that thoſe who call an Epiſcopal 
Diſſenting Miniſter to officiate in a Meeting-Houſe, ſhould 
be oblig'd to take the ſame Oaths that thoſe who call a 

Miniſter of the Eftabliſh'd Church are oblig'd to. 

VIII. To prevent Miſtakes in the Clauſe of the Bill con- 
cerning Places of Worſhip, it ſeems needful that all Charches 
and Chappels ſhould be excepted. | 

Laſtly, It may be conſider d, that in this Bill there is no 
Warrant and Order for the Magiſtrates puniſhing Diſſen- 
ters upon their tranſgreſſing the T erms thereof. | 
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The Scottiſh Toleration Argued, &c. 


SIR, 
1 Am much ſurpriz'd at the Account you give me of the 


Toleration propos'd for Epiſcopal Preachers, and ſetting 
up the Engliſ Liturgy here. 

In order to ſatisfy your Deſire, I ſhall give you a faith- 
ful Account of the Acts relating to the Doctriùe, Worſhip, 
Diſcipline and Government of the Church of Scotland, 
which are made unalterable by the Union-AR. | 

The Edition I refer to is the Three Volumes of our Acts 
in 129. becauſe I ſappoſe you may have that with you; 
and I have mark'd the Volume and Page that you may 
readily turn to them, e | | 

'Tis needleſs to go ſo far back as the Reformation, only 
I take leave to inform you, That the Aﬀertion of our Con: 
vention of Eſtates in the Claim of Right at the Revolu- 

tion, That our Church reform d from Popery by Presby- 
ters, appears undoubtedly true from the Records both of 
our Church and State. This is evident from the Records of 
our Church, which give us an Accoumt of thoſe who com- 
pos'd her firſt General Aſſemblies 3 among whom there is 
no Church-Officer ſuperior - to a- Presybter, - the Eccleſi: 
aftical Power of the Biſhops being aboliſh'd by Act of Parli- 
ament in 1560. Act of Parl. Vol. I. Pag. 336. | 
IAI The firſt Act neceſſary to be taken noticę of, and that 
N glves 
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(26) 
d Pevaiionot our Church, is the 6th of King Fames 

TI's firft Parliament, Vol. I. Pag. 359. enacted Anno 
1567. Our Church is by that act deſcrib'd thus: 

* The Miniſters of the Bleſſed Evangel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
© whom God of his Mercy has now rais'd up among, us, 
© or hereafter ſhall raiſe, agreeing with them that now live 
in Doctrine and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and 
© the People of this Realm that profeſs Chriſt as he is now 
© offer'd in his Evangel, and do communicate in the Holy 
© Sacraments as they are publickly adminiſter'd in this 
© Realm, according to the Confeſſion of Faith; are de- 
* clar'd to be the only true. and Holy Church of Jeſus 
© Chriſt within this Realm.” | 

This Act is ratify'd by the Parliament of 1579. Vol. I. 
p. 409. And in p. 410. the Juriſdiftion of the Church is de- 
ſcrib'd as follows: 

© Our Sovereigh Lord, with the Advice of his Three 
Eſtates, has declar d and granted Juriſdiction to the Kirk, 
© which conſiſts and ſtands in the Preaching of the true 
© Word of Jeſus Chriſt, Correction of Manners, and 
* Adminiſtration of the Holy Sacraments ; and declares 
that there is no other Face of Kirk, nor other Face of Re- 
© ligion than is at preſent by the Favour of God, eſtabliſh'd 
within this Realm; and that there be no other Juriſdic- 
tion Eccleſiaſtical acknowledg'd within this Realm than 
© that which is and ſhall be within the ſame Church, or 
© that which flows therefrom concerning the Premiſes.” 

By theſe Acts it is plain that no Church-Officer, ſuperior 
to a Presbyter is mention'd in the Deſcription, or had any 
thing to do in the Juriſdiction of our Church. 

This Act, with all others relating to the Liberties of our 
Church, and particularly that about the Admiſſion of Mi- 
niſters, which is declar'd to be only in the Power of the 
Kirk, Vol. I. p. 360, is ratify'd by the Act of the 7th Par- 
liament of King James VI. in 1581. Vol. I. p. 441. But 
the chief Act, and that which is the Foundation of the 

eſent Eftabliſhment of our Church is that of the 12 % 

arliament of King James VI. held in 1592. Vol. 1. p. 607. 
entitled, Rat iſication of the Liberty of the true Kirk, Ge- 
neral and Synodal Aſſemblys, of Presbyzerys, of Diſcipline, 
all Laws of Idolatry are abrogated, of Preſentation to Bene- 
fices;, and is as follows: 

© Our 


(27) 

© Our Sovereign Lord and Eſtates of this preſent Par- 
© liament, following the laudable and good Example of their 
© Predeceflors, have 7 7 and approv'd, and by the Te- 
© nour of this preſent Act ratify and approve all Liberties, 
© Privileges, Immunities and | Freedoms whatſoever given 
© and granted by his Highneſs, his Regents in his Name, 
© or any of his Predeceſſors to the true and Holy Kirk, at 
© preſent eſtabliſh'd within this Realm; and declar'd in the 
© firſt Act of his Highneſs's Parliament, the 20th Day of Octob. 
1579. and all and whatever Acts of Parliament and Sta- 
tutes made before by his Highneſs, and his Regents about 
the Liberty and Freedom of the ſaid Kirk; and one 

the firſt Act of the Parliament held at Edinburg the 24th 
of Oftob. 1581, with all the particular Acts there men- 
tion'd : which ſhall be as ſafficient as if the ſame were 
here expreſs'd; and all other Acts of Parliament made 
ſince in favour of the true Kirk. And likewiſe ratifys 
and approves the General Aſſemblies l by the 
© faid Kirk: and declares that it ſhall be lawful to the 
© Kirk and the Miniſtry every Year at the leaſt, and ofrener 
> wo re nata, as Occaſion and Neceſſity ſhall require, to 
© hold and keep General Aſſemblys; provided that the 
© King's Majeſty, or his Commiſſioners with them, to be 
© appointed by his Hi hneſs, be preſent at each General 
* Aſſembly before the diſſolving thereof, nominate and ap- 
© point Time and Place when and where the next General 
+ Aſſembly ſhall be held. And in cafe neither his Majeſty 
© nor his ſaid Commiſſioners be preſent for the time in that 
© Town where the ſaid General Aſſembly is held, then 
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© and in that Caſe it ſhall be lawful to the ſaid General Al- 


© ſembly, by themſelves to nominate and appoint Time 
© and Place where the next General Aſſembly of the Kirk 


© ſhall be kept and held, as they have been in uſe todo in 


© time paſt. And allo ratifies and approves the Synodical 
© and Provincial Aſſemblies to be held by the ſaid Kirk and 
© Miniſters twice each Year, as they have been and are at 
© preſent in uſe to do, within every Province of this 
© Realm: And ratifys and approves the Presbyterys, and 
© particular Seſſions appointed by the ſaid Kirk with the 
© whole Juriſdiction and Diſcipline of the ſame Kirk, a- 
« greed upon by his Majeſty, in conference with certain 
© Miniſters aſſembled for that End, of which Articles the 
© Tenor follows. Mattera 


— 


"+ 


— —œ — 4 ———- _. s * a A 
„ I” CTC ECT l 


_——  — — — ET DEST = 8 


| 
' 
; 


OE” . 


r 
in” Mei cnet — — 


TY Cad — - 


. 0 DOT IAC — —— 


+ Sw. Sx 


— 
—_—— ————_—_—_—— 
” «+. "_ 


Ca fa a GAG N 0 


„ PH GG BS KG KK KH GHG GK GN Og Tan a 6A RA A 


blys. 


69 


Mu ters to be treated of in Provincial Aſemblyt. 


© Theſe Aſſemblys are conſtituted for weighty Matters 
neceſſary to be treated of by mutual Conſent and Aſſiſ- 
tance of Brethren within the Province, as need requires. 
This Aſſembly has Power to handle, order and redreſs 
all things omitted, or done amiſs in the particular Aſſem- 

7 has Power to depoſe the Office-Bearers of that 
Province, for good and juſt Cauſe deſerving Deprivation :_ 
And in general theſe Aſſemblys have the whole Power of 
the particular Elderſhips out of which they are col- 


lected.” | 


Matters to be treated of in Presbyterys. 


© The Power of the Presbyterys is to labour diligently 


in 'the Bounds committed to their Charge, that the Kirks 
be kept in good Order, to inquire diligently after naughty, 
and um godly Perſons, and to endeavour to reform them 
by Admonition, by threatning of God's Judgments, or 
by Correction. It belongs to the Elderſhip to take heed 
that the Word of God be purely preach'd within their 


Bounds, the Sacraments rightly miniſtred, the Diſcipline 


entertain'd, and Eccleſiaſtical Eſtates uncorruptibly diſ- 
tributed. It belongs to this kind of Aſſemblys, to cauſe 
the Ordinances made by the Aſſemblys Provincial, Na- 
tional and General to be kept and put in Execution, to 
make Conſtitutions which are fit to be propos'd in the 
Kirk for decent Order in the particular Kirks where they 
govern ; provided they alter no Rules made by the Pro- 
vincial or general Aſſemblys, and that they communicate 
to the ſaid Provincial Aſſemblys the Rules they ſhall 
make. Ty have alſo Power to 'aboliſh Conſtitutions 
tending to the Hurt of the Kirk, and to Excommunicate 
3 Offenders upon formal Proceſs, and granting 
ue time. . x 


| Parti: 


(29) 
Particular Kirks, 


© If they be Lawfully rul'd by a ſufficient Miniſtry and 
© Seffion, (i. e. Elderſhip) have Power and Juriſdiction in 
© their own Congregation in Matters Eccleſiaſtical. : 

© His Majeſty, &c. declares the ſaid Aſſemblys, Presby- 
* terys and Seſlions, their Juriſdiction and Diſciplnie a- 
© foreſaid, to be for all time to come moſt Juſt, Good and 
© Godly in themſelves, notwithſtanding whatever Statutes, 
Acts, Canon, Civil, or Municipal Laws made to the con- 
* trary; to all which and every one of them, this preſent 
Act makes expreſs Derogation.' | 
After other Clauſes repealing former Acts in favour of 
Popery, the Act goes on thus: FE 

Item, The King's Majeſty, Cc. declares, That the 

© 29th Act of the Parliament held at Edinburgh the 224 
© of May, 1584. ſhall be no ways prejudicial, nor dero- 
© gate any thing from the Privilege that God has given to 
the Spiritual Office-Bearers in the Kirk, concerning Heads 
© of Religion, Matters of Hereſy, Excommunication, Col- 
© lation or Deprivation of Miniſters, or any ſuch Eſſential 
© Cenſures, ſpecially grounded upon, and having Warrant 
from the Word of God. 


© Item, Our Sovereign Lord and Eſtates of Parliament, 


Abrogate, Caſs and Annul the Act of Parliament of 
1584. granting Commiſſion to Biſhops and other Judges 
conſtituted in Ecclefiaſtical Cauſes, to receive his High- 
neſs's Preſentation to Benefices, to give Collation there- 
upon, and to take Order about all Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, 
which his Majeſty and ſaid Eſtates declare to be expir'd, 
to be Null and of no Avail, Force, or Effect in time to 
come. And therefore ordains all Preſentations to Bene- 
fices to be directed to the particular Presbyterys in all 
time to come, with full Power to give Collation there- 
upon, and to take Order about all Matters and Cauſes 


, © 


© pline qa Kirk.“ N 
The Declaration of the Eſtates of the Kingdom of Scor- 
land, containing the Claim of Right, and the Offer of 
the Crown to their Majeſties King William and Queen 
May, bas the following Article, Vol. Ill. pag: 151. pit. | 
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Eccleſiaftical within their Bounds, according to the Diſci- 
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(30) 
© That Prelacy and Superiority. of any Office in the 
© Church above Presbyters, is, and hath been a great and 


inſupportable Grievance and Trouble to this Nation, and 


© contrary. to the Inclinations of the Generality of the 
© People ever ſince the Reformation (they having reform'd 
© from Popery by Presbytery) and therefore ought to be 
57 44 34, 5 I. 1. of King William and Mary 

y Act zd, Seſſ. 1. of King Wilkam and Queen Mary's 
Parliament, Vol. III. p. . 5 Prelacy was bolt ac- 


cording to this Article, which is there recited, and all the 


Acts of King Charles II. eſtabliſhing Prelacy, repeal d. 

The 5th Act of the 24 Sefjon of the ſame Parliament, 
Vol. III. p. 206. ratifys the Confeſſion of Faith, and ſet- 
tles Presby terian Church Government thus. 

Our Sovereign Lord and Lady, and Three Eſtates, &c. 
© conceiving it to be their Duty, after the great Deliverance 
© that GOD has lately wrought for this Church and King- 
© dom, in the firſt place to ſettle and ſecure therein the 
© true Proteſtant Religion according to the Truth of God's 
« Word, as it hath of a long time been profeſs'd within . 
© this Land; as alſo the Government of Chriſt's Church 
© within this Nation agreeable to the Word of God, and 
© moſt conducive to the Advancement of true Piety and 
© Godlineſs, and the Fſtabliſhing of Peace and Tranquil- 
© lity within this Realm; And that by an Article of the 


Claim of Right, it is declar'd, tbat Prelacy, Cc. (as a- 


dove) and that Prelacy is aboliſn'd: Therefore their Ma- 


jeſties, Cc. do hereby revive, ratify, and perpetually 


© confirm all Laws, Statutes and Acts of Parliament made 
© againſt Popery and Papiſts, and for the Maintenance and 
© Preſervation of the true Reform d Proteſtant Religion, 
© and for the true Church of Chriſt within this Kingdom, 
in ſofar as they confirm the ſame, or are made in favour 
thereof. Likewiſe they ratify and eſtabliſh the Confeſlion 
of Faith, now read and approv'd by them, which Con- 
© feſſion is ſubjoin'd to this preſent AR. They. do alſo 
© eſtabliſh, ratify and confirm the Presbyterian Church Go- 
vernment and Diſcipline 3 that is to ſay, the Government 
* of the Church by Kirk Seſſions, Presbyterys, Provincial 
© Synods and General Aſſemblys, ratify'd and eftabliſh'd 
© by the 114th Act, Janes VI. Parliament 12th, Anno 
© 1592. entitled, Ratsfication of the Liberty of ory 
| | , 
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Kirk, &c. [Vol. I. p. 607. ] and afterwards: receiv'& by 
the general Conſent of this Nation to be the ony Gaveru- 
ment of Chrift's Church within this Kingdom : Reviwing, 
renewing. and confirming the ſaid Act of Parliament in 
the whole Heads thereof, except that part of it relati 
to Patronages, and reſcinding and making: void the Acts 
of Parliament following: [After NY the ſaid 
Acts, this Act goes on thus] With all other Acts, Laws, 
Statutes, Ordinances and Proclamations; and that in ſo 
far only, as the ſaid Acts, and others generally and parti- 
© cularly above-mention'd, are contrary or prejudicial to, 

inconſiſtent with, or derogatory from the Proteſtant 
N N and Presbyterian Government now eſta- 

ind.?“ 3 | | 

By the ſame AR; the Government of the Church was 
eſtabliſh'd' in the Hands of thoſe Presbyterian Miniſters that 
were Outed for Nonconformity to Prelacy, or-nat.comply- 
ing with the Courſes of the Times, and ſuch; Miniſters and 
Elders as they had admitted; or {hou'd afterwards. admit 
and receive. A General Aſſembly was alſo appointed with 
Power by themſelves, or ſuch as they ſhou'd appoint; accar- 
ding to the Cuſtom and Practice of the Presbyterian Goyern- 
ment, to be Viſitors throughout the whole Kingdom and ſtwe- 
ral parts thereof, to try and purge out all inſaffictent, negli- 
gent, ſcandalous, and erroneous Miniſters, by. due courſe 
of Eccleſiaſtical Proceſs and Cenſures; and likewiſe for re- 
dreſſing all other Church Diſorders. And what ſaver 4;- 
niſter they or their Viſitors ſummon'd before them, and 
either did not appear thro Contumacy, or was found 
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Guilty, they had a power to cenſure, either by. Suſpenſion | 


or Depoſition. | 

By the 20th Chapter of that fame Confeſſion, which is 
ratify'd by Law, Vol. III. p. 224, they are empower'd to 
inflict the Cenſares of the Church upon thoſe who. publiſh 
ſuch Opinions, or maintain ſuch Practices as are contrary to 
the Light of Nature, or to the known Principles oſ Chriſti- 


anity ; whether concerning Faith, Ho»oip, or Converſati - 


on, or ſuch erroneous Opiniens or Practices as either in 
their own Nature, or in the manner of publiſhing or main- 
taining them are deſtructive to the external Peace and Order 
which Chrift bath eftabliſh'd in the Church, And we ve 
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' heard above, that Presbytery is declar'd to be the only 
' Government of Chriſt's Church in this Kingdom, agreeable to 
the Word of God, and maſt conducive to the advancement of 
true Piety, and the eftabliſhing of Peace and Tranquillity 
mithin this Realm. ; 

By the 35th Act of the ſame Seſſion it appears, that many 
of the Epiſcopal Miniſters were depriv'd, becauſe they did 
not pray for the King and Queen, nor read the Proclama- 
tion in their Churches for that end : That afterwards they 
diffus d the . of their Diſaffection by preaching and 

ay ing in other Churches; and elſewhere neglected to pray 
* the King and Queen, in manifeſt contempt of public 
Authority, and to the ſtirring up and fomenting the Diſ- 
affection of the People againſt their Majeſties, and to the 
Encouragement of their Enemies. Therefore they were 
diſcharg'd to preach or exerciſe any part of the Miniſterial 
Function in Churches, or elſewhere, until they took the 
Oath of Allegiance, engagd to pray for the King and 

Queen, and not to own the late King James in any fort, 
on pain of being proceeded againſt with all Rigour, as 
Enemies to their Majeſties Government. 

The 38th Act of that ſame Seſſion, Vl. III. pag. 229. 
takes notice of a diſtinction betwixt a King de Kato, and 
a King de Jure, cunningly ſpread abroad by the Epiſcopal 
party to weaken and invalidate the Allegiance ſworn to their 

jeſties. Therefore all Perſons were enjoin'd, when duly 
requir d, to ſign the following Declaration. 


© I, A. B. do in the ſincerity of my Heart aſſert, 
© acknowledg and declare, that their Majeſties King William 
© and Queen Mary are only lawful undoubted Sove- 
© reigns, King and Queen of Scotland, as well de Fure as de 
Fatto, and in the Exerciſe of the Government: And 
< therefore I do ſincerely and faithfully promiſe and engage, 
© that I will with Heart and Hand, Life and Goods, main- 
© tain and defend their Majeſties Title and Government, 
- © againſt the late King James, his Adherents, and all other 
© Enemies, who either by open or ſecret Attempts, ſhall diſ- 
© turb or diſquiet their Majeſties in the exerciſe thereof. 
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Ide 6th Act of the ach Seſſion of that Parlianient, Vol. 


III. pag. 338. enjoins the Oath of Allegiance, and the Al- 


ſurance abovemention'd to be taken by all Miniſters, 


and Preathers of the Goſpel whatever, and by all thoſe 


ho call Miniſters, or give a Vote for calling them. 


enefic'd Miniſters were upon their Refuſal to be de- 
priv'd ; and Preachers, nat benefic'd, to be baniſh'd, or 
PR otherwiſe, as the Privy-Council ſhould think 
4. | 


I é need not acquaint you, that a mighty Clamour was 
Tale thro the Iſland, and particularly ia England, when 
thoſe Acts were put in Execution againſt the Epiſco- 
pal Clergy, as if they had been ſeverely perſecuted on 
he Accodnt of E r „ which is ablolutely falſe, 
as may be feen by t 


On. 2 11 n 5 V | - 
The 22d Act of the ſame Seffion, for. ſettling the 
a s, © That none be admitted to be a Miniſter rea- 
cher wichin this Church, until they firſt take the Oath 
© of Allegiance, ſign the Abovemention'd Aſſurance, ſub- 
ſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith, as their oven, acknow- 
ledge and ſubmit to Presbyterian Government, an 
promiſe never to endeavour its Subverſion and re- 
udice. e dere . 125 
By the ſame Act it was enjoin' d, That Uniformity 
of Worſhip, as at preſent perform'd and allow'd, or 
as it ſhould afterwards be allow'd by the Authority of 
the Church, ſhould be oblerv'd by all Miniſters and 
Preachers; and that no Minifter or Preacher be ad- 
' mitted or continu'd heteafter, unleſs he ſubſcribe to, 


© obſerve, and do actually obſerve, the ſaid Unifozmity z 
and thoſe who did not ſo qualify rhemlelyes before ſom 


© Tudicatory. of the Church, are to be depos'd by Sen- 


© tence of the General Aſſembly, Tam ab Officio quam 4 


Beneſicio; and all Magiſtrates are enjoin'd to give due 


© Afiſtance for making the Sentences: and Cenfures of 


© the Church effectual. 


- The 12th Act of the 5th Seſſion againſt Irtegulat Bap- 
tiſms and Marriages, Vol. III. Pag. $19. was otcalion'd, 
becauſe, is appears by the Narrative of the Act, feve- 
ral of che outed Epiſcopat Miniſters did preſume to bap- 
tizs Childrenz arid folemmize Marriage, without — 


e Acts themſelves, But 1 go- 


uiet and Peace of the Church, Vol. III. Pag. 353; en- 
or 
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L 34 4 
mation of Banns, or Conſent of Parents, and ſometimes 
withm the forbidden Degrees: Therefore twas enact - 
- ec, That no oured Miniſter ſhould baptize any Chit 
*'dren, or ſolemnize Marriage betwixt any Parties in 
© time to come, on pain of Impriſonment, until they 
* found Snrety to go out of the Kingdom, and never 
© return. We ee 
You know, Sir, as well as I, that ſeveral of thoſe out- 
ed Miniſters were accus'd of baptizing Children begot 
in Fornication, Adultery, &c. without any Satisfaction 
piven by the Parents for the Scandal, according, to the 
ſcipline of the Church; and likewiſe of antedating 
Certificates to conceal the unclean Practices of. thole 
that 1 marry'd, which open'd a Door to all ſorts of 
Lewdnels, and occaſion'd this AR. See. oa 
Ibe 22th Act of the 5th Seſſion of the ſame Parlia- 
ment, Vol, III. Pag. 430. is againſt intruding into 
Churches without a legal Call and Admiſſion. It takes 
otice, That Miniſters and Preachers intruding them- 
ſelves into vacant Churches, poſſeſſing of Manſions and 
Benefices, and exerciling any part of yl Miniſterial Fun- 
ction in Pariſhes, without a legal Call, is. a high Con- 
tempt of the Law, and of dangerous Conſequence, tend- 
ing to perpetuate Schiſm. Therefore it enacts, That 
© thoſe who intrude into Churches, &c. or exerciſe. a- 
< oy part.of the Miniſterial Fun&ion,- within any Pariſh 
* without an orderly Call from the Heretors and El- 
© derſhip, and legal Admiſlion from the Presbytery 
© Within whoſe Bounds it lies, ſhall, be uncapable of en- 
© joying any Church or Benefice within Scotland; and 
© upon. Complaint from: the Presbytery of the Bounds, 
or any having their Warrant, the Magiſtrates, are to 
remove thole A345 from the Churches, ' & c. and 
© make them deſiſt from exerciſing, any Act of the mini- 
1 erial Function in the ſaid Pariſhes; , The ſame Act 
likewiſe gg dra thoſe who had intruded ſhould” be 
remov'd, and:that an effectual Courſe ſhould be taken, for 
hindering thoſe who were or ſliould be depoſed by; the 
Judicatories of this Church from preaching or exerciſing 
any Act of their miniſterial Function, which they cannot 
do after they are depoſed without high, Contempt. of 
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Tbe 27th Ac of that Seffion; Vol. III. pag. 446. is 
fach a Proof of the Moderation of our Church and State, 


as thoſe who. plead ſo much for a Toleration, to our E- 


iſcopal Diſſenters did never ſhew either in England, or 


. Scotland, By this Ack all ſuch Epiſcopal Minifters as 


were in poſſeſſion of Churches and Benefices at that time, 
and not under Sentence of Deprivation, ' are allow'd to 
continue upon taking the Oath of Allegiance and Aſſu- 
rance, and behaving themſelves like Miniſters of the Go: 
ſpel in Doctrine and Converſation ; but they were not 
to exerciſe any part of their Function out of tlieir own 
Pariſhes, 'to Licenſe or Ordain others, or to exerciſe any 


part of Church Government, naleſs duiy admitted by a 


competent Church Judicatory. This Act took in abun- 
dance of the onted Epiſcopal Clergy, after they had re- 
faſed to take the Oaths to the Government above ſix 
Years, and they were, and are ſtill, allow'd to enjoy 
their Churches and Benefices, without conforming to 
Presbytery. a nl W 
The 2d Act of the 8th and gth' Seſſions of that 'Parlia- 
ment, Vol. III. p. 564. confirms all the abovemention'd 
Acts in favour of Presbyterian Government. 
The 3d Act of Queen Anne's Parliament, which met at 
Edinburgh in June 1702. Vol. III. p. 605. confirms all the 
preceding Laws in favour of Presbyterian Government 
and Diſcipline, as agreeable to the Word of God, and the 
only Government of Chriſt's Church within this Kingdom. 
The 2d Act of her Majeſty's Parliament which met at 
Edinburgh the 6th'vf May 1763. Vol. III. p. 624. con- 


firms all the preceding Laws in favour of Presbyterian - 


Government in the ſame manner. n 
By the 4th Act of the 2d Seſſion of her Majeſty's Par- 
Vament for the Treaty of Union, Vol. III. p. 696. it is ex- 
preſly provided, That the Commiſſioners ſhatl nor treat 
of, or concerning, any Alteration of the Worſhip, Di- 
ſcipline and Government of the Church of Scotland, as 
by Law Eftabliſh'd. This is a plain Proof, that without 
g rcarity that the Doctrine, Worſhip, Government and 

ifcipline; and the Rights and Privileges of the Church 
of Sotland ſnonid not be altet d, our Natien Would ne- 
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The Act for ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion and Pres- 
byterian Church Government, Vol. III. p. 718. and in- 
ſerted, verbatim, in the Union AR, Vol. fi. p. 733. takes 
notice of the ſaid Reſtraiut laid upon the Commiſho- 
ners for the Treaty; and that the ſaid N being re- 
ported to the Parliament, and it being reaſonable and 
neceſſary that the true Proteſtant Religion, as at pre- 
ſent profeſs d within this Kingdom, with the Wor ip, 
Diſcipline and Government of the Church of Scotland, 
ſhould be 2lterably ſecur'd. It does eſtabliſh and con- 
firm the ſaid true Proteſtant Religion, and the Wor- 
thip, Diſcipline and Government os this Church to con- 
t inue without Alteration to the People of this Land, in all 
ſuccceding Generations, And particularly ratifies, ap- 
proves, and for ever confirms the 5th Act of the iſt Par- 
ltiament of King William and Queen Mary, Entituled, An 
Att ratifying the Confefſion of Faith, and ſettling Presbyte- 
rian Church Government; with all the other Acts of Par- 
liament relating thereunto, in Proſecution of the De- 
claration of the Eſtates of Scotland, containing the 
Claim of Right, dated the 11th of April, 1689. Tis 
alſo expreſly provided and declared, that the ſaid true 
Proteſtant Religion, contained in the abovementioned 
Confeſſion of Faith, with the Form and Purity of Vor- 
ſhip, at preſent in Uſe within this Church, and its Pres- 
byterian Church Government and Diſcipline, ſhall remain 
and continue unalterable, and be the only Government of 
the Church within the Kingdom of Scotland. N 
By the ſame Act it is provided, Ihat none of the-Sub- 
jects of Scotland ſhall be liable to, but all and every of 
them free from any Oath, Teſt, or Subſcription within 
this Kingdom, contrary to or inconſiſtent with the aid 
true Proteſtant Religion, Presbyterian Church Govern- 
ment, Worſhip and Diſcipline as above Eſtabliſh'd, and 
that the ſame within the Bounds of this Church and King- 
dom, ſhall never be impos'd upon, or requir'd of them 
in any fort. fo worn. A if Fed Feet 

By the ſame AR, all future Princes are to Swear and 
Subicribe inviolably to preſerve and maintain the faid - 
Settlement of the true Proteſtant Religion, with the 
Government, Worſhip, Diſcipline, . Rights and Privile- 
ges of the Church of Scotland, as above eſtabliſh'd by 
ihe Laws of this Kingdom in Proſecution of the ow 
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of Ri bt. And it is thereby Statute and Ordain'd, that. 
this Act of Parliament, with the Eſtabliſhment therein 


contain'd, ſhall be held and obſerv'd in all Time coming, 
as a Fundamental and Eſſential Condition of any Treaty 
or Union, to be concluded betwixt the two Kingdoms, 


without any Alteration thereof, or Derogation, thereto, 


in any fort for ever. 


This, Sir, is the true State of the Caſe of our Church, 


with relation to her Eſtabliſhment by our own Laws, 
which are all of them ratify'd and made Unalterable 
by the Union Act. 1 ſhall only trouble you with a few 
Inferences, which I think do naturally reſult from them. 

Firſt, The Project of Toleration you ſent me for allow- 
ing Meetings Houſes to none but thoſe who are Epiſcopall 
Ordain'd, ſeems to me inconſiſtent with the Union, which 
ratifies this Article of our Claim of Right, viz. That 
Prelacy and the Superiority of any Office in the Church 
above Presbyters, is and hath been a great and inſup- 
portable Grievance and Trouble to this Nation, &c. and 
therefore ought be aboliſh'd. 

This Article, you know, her Majeſty Sign'd upon her 
Acceſſion to our Crown; and by the Union AR, all 
future Princes muſt Swear inviolably to maintain and 
preſerve it. How then, without Breach of the Union, 
can ſuch a Toleration be fram'd into a Law, or who are 
thoſe Biſhops that muſt Ordain thoſe Epiſcopal Preach- 
ers? Our outed Biſhops cannot do it, for tis declar'd 
by the 22d Act of the 5th Seſſion of King William's 
Parliament, Vol. III. p. 430. that being once Depcs'd, 
the Clergy cannot excrcile any Act of their Function 
without a high Contempt of the Authority of the Church, 
and of the 3 of the Kingdom. Beſides, their Office 
is actually aboliſh'd in this Country, by the 3d Act of 
Seſſion 1. of King William's Parliament. 

Engliſh and Jriſþ Biſhops cannot do it, for they have 
no Authority to Ordain Presbyters for this Country; 
and beſides, the Terms of their Ordination are contrary 
to the Union Act, which frees all the Subjects of this 
Country from an Gand Teſt or Subſcription, incon- 


ſiſtent with our Church Government, Worſhip and Di- 
ſcipline, aud the ſame is never to be impos'd or requir'd 
of them in any fort, ſo that they cannot give Aſſent and 
Conſent to the Book of * and to 3 
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the Sacraments and Diſcipline, according to the Cuſtom 


of thoſe Churches, nor can they promiſe ,Canonical Obe- 
dience to thoſe Biſhops, without violating the Union Act 


in this particular. 


Secondly, It is plain from the Acts abovemention'd, 
confirm'd by the Union Act, That no Man can be a Prea- 
cher in Scotland, without ſubmitting to the Government, 
Worſhip and Diſcipline of our Church, which is made 
Unalterable and reſerv'd for ever to the People of this Land, 
according to the expreſs Words of the Union At, 
Tis likewiſe evident by the ſaid Acts, That the Juriſ- 
diction of the Church of Scotland extends over the whole 
Kingdom, and this being confirm'd by the Union, how 
can any Subject of this Country be exempted from the 
Cenſures of the Church, as I find it is propos'd by the 
b of Toleration, thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion 

ould, | 
| Under what LS muſt they be then ? The Pres- 
byters of the Church of England can exerciſe none but 
in Subordination to their Biſhops, and the Authority of 
thoſe Biſhops, or indeed of any other, can't be exercis d 
here, where Prelacy is by the Declaration of Rights made 
an unſupportable Grievance, from which her Majeſty, 
and all her Succeſſors, are engag'd inviolably to preſerve 
us; nor can theſe Presbyters, would their Biſheps al- 
low them, exerciſe Diſcipline here themſelves, for that 
wor'd make an Alteration in the Diſcipline of our Church, 
which now extends over all the People of this Land, to 


whom by the Union it muſt for ever remain Unal- 
terable. 33 


Thirdly, Presbytery is declar'd by the abovemention- 
ed Acts, to be moſt conducive to the Advancement of true 
Prety, and the Eſtabliſning of Peace and Tranquility 
within this Realm; and fince 'tis very well known that 
our Prelatical Party have always, and do ſtill diſturb rhe 
Peace and Tranquility of our Church and Country, it 
is inconſiſtent with the Union Act, which ratiftes our 
owa Worſhip and Government for ſecuring our Peace, 
to ſet up others that will certainly diftarb it; and we 
may venture to ſay, that thoſe who formerly did fo, 
were not ſuch Gainers by it, as to make them try an- 


Tis 


other Experiment. 


ts RG 
'Tis plain from the Acts abovemention'd, That the E- 
piſcopal Party have ſpread the Poy ſon of their Diſaffecti- 
on againſt the Civil Government, as founded on our De- 

claration of Rights, at the late Happy Revolution. 
This, one would hope, ſhould make thoſe who are 
firm to her Majeſty, and the Hanover Succeſſion, think 
it not worth their while to endanger either of them; far 
the ſake of ſuch. Men. mW: 214 # 
In this laſt place, I can't but take Notice, thee the To- 
leration Scheme propos'd, ſeems to be very defective, in 
providing againſt Immorklitics and: Blaſphemy; for by 
exempting thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion. from the 
Cenlures of our Church, and propoſing no other in their 
ſtead, as indeed they can't, without breach of the Uni- 
on, thoſe People will be under no Church Government, 
and ſo become Free- booters both in Religion and Morals, 
as tis known too many of 'em are already, fo. that all 
our preſent Acts againſt Profanenels, which are very good, 
may be eluded. by thoſe who think fit to decline the 

eſtabſh'd Communion. ü | 

Ifen as to Blaſphemy, the Toleration Scheme comes 
infinitely hort of our Laws eſtabliſh'd for that end; for 
that takes notice of noching but preaching and; writing 
againſt the Trinity, whereas our Laws puniſh thoſe who 
rail upon or curſe God, or any of the Perſons. of the 
Trinity, by Death, Are TRE be diſtracted; and 
the like thoſe Who obſtinately deny God, or any oſ 
the Three Perſons; Who deny the Authority of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, or the: Providence of God in governigg 

the World. 1 72 5. n 
To. this I ſhall add, That if there be not an effectual 
Proviſion made agamit Irregular Baptifms and Marriages 
by the Epiſcopal Clergy, the Country will be fill d 
With all manner of Lewdne fes. 
And ſince the Scheme allows them to let up Meet - 
ings in any Town or Place where: they pleaſe, it will 
elude all our Acts againſt Intruders, and ſupplying va- 
cant Churches, which they will certainly endeavour ta 
paſſeſs theinſeſves of, under the ſhiadow of this Law/, 
as they have already done in ſeveral parts of the Coun- 
tty, notwithſtanding our Laws in being againſt lutru- 
ding into Churches, or Rabbliug and Mobbing thoſe, 
who are ſent according to Law, to ſupply vacanc 
| Churches 
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the Sacraments and Diſcipline, according to the Cuſtom 
of thoſe Churches, nor can they promiſe Canonical Obe- 
dience to thoſe Biſhops, without violating the Union Act 
in this particular. Ih. | 1 
Secondly, It is plain from the Acts abovemention'd, 
confirm'd by the Union Act, That no Man can be a Prea- 
cher in Scotland, without ſubmitting to the Government, 
Worſhip and Diſcipline of our Church, which is made 
Unalterable and reſerv'd for ever to the People of this Land, 
according to the expreſs Words of the Union Act. 
 'Tis likewiſe evident by the ſaid Acts, That the Juril- 
diction of the Church of Scotland extends over the whole 
Kingdom, and this being confirm'd by the Union, how 
can any Subject of this Country be exempted from the 
Cenſvres of the Church, as I find it is propos'd by the 
e of Toleration, thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion 
ould, | 
Under what Diſcipline muſt they be then ? The Pres- 
byters of the Church of Eneland can exerciſe none but 
in Subordination to their Biſhops, and the Authority of 
thoſe Biſhops, or indeed of any other, can't be exercis'd 
here, where Prelacy 1s by the Declaration of Rights made 
an COTE Grievance, from which her Majeſty, 
and all her Succeflors, are engag'd inviolably to preſerve 
us; nor can theſe Presbyters, would their Biſheps al- 
low them, exerciſe Diſcipline here themſelves, for that 
won'd make an Alteration in the Diſcipline of our Church, 
which now extends over all the People of this Land, to 
whom by the. Union it muſt for ever remain Unal- 
terable. Ne 
Thirdly, Presbytery is declar'd by the abovemention- 
ed Acts, to be moſt conducive to the Advancement of true 
Piety, and the Eftabliſhing of Peace and Tranguility 
within this Realm; and fince *tis very well known that 
our Prelatical Party have always, and do ſtill diſturb rhe 
Peace and Tranquility of our Church and Country, it 
is inconſiſtent with the Union Act, which ratifies our 
own Worſhip and Government for ſecuring our Peace, 
to ſet up others that will certainly diflarbd it; and we 
may venture to ſay, that thoſe who formerly did fo, 
were not ſuch Gainers by it, as to make them try an- 
other Experiment. is e TINT 5 
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'Tis plain from the Acts abovemention'd, That the E- 
piſcopal Party have ſpread the Poy ſon of their DilafteQi- 
on againſt the Civil Government, as founded on our De- 
claration of Rights, at the late Happy Revolution. 

This, one would hope, ſhould make thoſe who are 
firm to her Majeſty, and the Hanover Succeſſion, think 
it not worth their while to endanger either of them far 
the ſake of ſuch. Men. 1 555 7 
In this laſt place, I can't but take Notice, (het the To- 
leration Scheme propos'd, ſeems to be very defective, in 
providing againſt. [mmorklitics and: Blaſphemy; for by 
exempting thoſe of the. Epiſcopal Communion from the 
Cenlares of our Church, and propoſing no other in their 
ſtead; as indeed they can't, without breach of the Uni- 
on, thoſe People will be under no Charch Government, 
and ſo become Free-booters both in Religion and Morals, 
as tis, known too many of 'em are already, ſo that all 
our preſent Acts againſt Profanenels, which are very good, 
may be eluded by thoſe who think fit to decline the 
eſtabl(h'd Communion. | 
 - Ten as to Blaſphemy, the Toleration Scheme comes 

infinitely ſhort of our Laws eſtabliſh'd for that end; for 
that takes notice of noching but preaching and writing 
againſt the Trinity, whereas our Laws puniſh thoſe who 
rail upon or curſe God, or any of the Perſons. of the 
Trinity, by Death, except they be diſtracted; and 
the like thoſe Who obſtinately deny God, or any oſ 
the Three Perſons; who. deny the Authority of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, or che Providence of God in governiag 
the World. l 5 0 

To this I ſhall add, That if there be not an effectual 
Proviſion made agamit Irregular Baptiſins and Marriages 
by the Epiſcopal Clergy, the Country will be fil'd. 
with all manner of ! Lewdnels, +, 1 wo 

And ſince the Scheme allows them to let up Meet - 


- 


ings: in any Town or Place Where they pleaſe, it will 


elude all our Acts againſt Intruders, and ſupplying va- 


cant Churches, which they will certainly endeavour to 
poſſeſs theinſeſves of, under the ſhadow of this Law, - 
as they have already done in ſeveral parts of the Coun- 


try, notwithſtanding our Laws in being againſt lutru- 


who are ſent according to Law, to ſupply vacanc 


Churches. 
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Churches. Therefore, Sir, I hope that this Toleration 


will neyer paſs. lam, Cr. 
Jan. 24. 1711-12. 18 
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5 | Edinburgh, Jan. 29. 1711-12. 
Dear Sir, SE rs Ab 2 ca dn vieMurs w 
I Thank you for your laſt, that gaye me an Account of the 
late Act againſt the Proteſtant Diſſenters of England; 
with an Abridgment of the Bill brought into the Houſe of 
Commons for tolerating the Epiſcopal Diſſenters in Scotland. 
You know my Thoughts about Toleration; 1 was ever for 
it, and ever an Enemy to Perſecution for Conſcience-ſake; 
therefore I ſhall not need to trouble you on that Subject. 
But ſince you deſire me to write my Thoughts with all 
Freedom of this Bill, Tſhall readily obey you. 
Before I did read it, I expected it might be for ſuch a 
Toleration here as is in England, neither more nor leſs; 
with the ſame Indulgence and Reſtrictions Civil and Ec: 
cleſiaſtick; which tho ſome more warm Presbyterians here 
would not formally deſire, yet would 5 ac- 
quieſee in for the ſake of the Quiet of the Kingdom. 
But I find it is rather for the eſtabliſhing of another 
Church in Scotland by Law, upon almoſt an equal foot- 
ing with the eſtabliſn'd Kirk; and moſt People of all 
ſorts will reckon it as an Introduction to the aboliſh- 
ing of Presbytery in Scotland, and the making the Union 
more compleat, by an Uniformity of Church Government; 
Worſhip and Diſcipline, Now methinks it concerns you 
that are at the Helm to enquire, If to eſtabliſh the E- 
piſcopal Diſſenters, according to ue 7 of the Bill, 
e juſt and ſafe. As for the Juſtice of it, 1 know *tis 
dangerous to ſay that an Act of Parliament is Unjuſt, or 
to ſay that the Parliament can do an Illegal thing: But 
yau know the People of Scotland, of all Denominations, 
are apt enough to ſpeak their Minds; and if they think 
ſuch an Act. unwarrantable upon the-foot-of the Uni- 
on, they will not ſtick to ſay fo, eſpecially conſidering 
that no. ſort of People were for the Union when it was 


a making. And tho? this Bill is brought into Parlia- 
ment all on a ſudden, it has open'd the Mouths of all 
en here, who cry out againſt it as an open Breach ol 
the Union; a Violation of that folemu Fact rag” © 
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the two Independent Kingdoms, of which the fandamen- 
tal Articles . to eerie the two Churches of England 
and Scotland unalterable in all their ſeveral Rights and 
Privileges granted by former Parliaments, and ratify'd 
by the Act of Union. I ſhall not argue the Point with 
a Perſon of your Judgment, that knows the Conſtitu- 
tion ſo well ; but only ſuggeſt, that all Men here con- 
clude the Union, is broken in ſeveral Points, and in this 


amongſt the reſt. | 
And fo the next Enquiry will be, whether tis ſafe to 
paſs ſuch a Bill into an Act of Parliament? Some may be 
apt to conclude, that it is very ſafe for the Queen, the 
Parliament, ' the Houſe of Hanover, the Miniſtry, and 
the Church of England: But by the moſt ſtrict and im- 
partial Search into the preſent Poſture of Affairs that l 
can make, I muſt beg leave to conclude otherwiſe. _ 
For her preſent Majeſty having fo often graciouſly aſ- 
ſur'd the Kirk of all due Protection and Encouragement, 
and the Union having been reſerv'd for the Glory of her 
Reign, and the People of Scotland having depended as 
much upon her Majeſty's inviolable Honour and Good- 
neſs, as upon any other human Security of their ſtipula- 
ted Rights; the paſſing ſuch an Act might alienate the 
Hearts of her Subjects, even of thoſe that have given the 
higheſt Proofs of Loyalty; unleſs it were ſupposd that 
the Queen i could not have declin'd the Royal Aﬀent to 
it, Which 1 hope'this Parliament will never give ground 
of ſuppofing,” * TIS J79 3. YI 33 ee | 1 
Nor can the Parliament propoſe impregnable Safety by 
ſuch an Act; for it is like to create ſuch Confuſions and 
Diſtractions in this part of the Iſland, as may occaſion” 
more Buſineſs for the Parliament than will be deſir d. I mean 
not only the many vexatious — . 45 that ſeem to be 
the natural Tendency of an Act fo ambiguous in Expreſ- 
ſion, and that conſtitutes tr: o different and independent 
Churches amidſt a hot. brain d People; bot alſo the Ani- 
moſities, Jealouſies and Fears that may be eaſily diſpers'd 
thro the Land, and by the Craſt of ſome Men may be 
imprev'd for an open Rebellion, that may require a Stan- 
ding Army to ſuppreſs it. And how the Liberties of 
Parliament can be well preſerv'd under a Standing Ar- 
my in any part of the Iſland, I leave to your Conſideration, 
who bave read the ſeveral Opinions againſt it, of the 


(Td | 
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Whigs in the Reigh of King King Charles II. and of th 
Tories in the 9 King „„ * 
And cotiſequently it muſt look with an ill Aſpect at 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hanover; for 
except a very few, the Epiſcopal Diſſenters are general- 
ly what we call Jacobites. They believe the inherent, 
indefeaſible Right of the young Gentleman at St. Ger- 
maixs, and think themſelves 3 in Conſcience to aſ- 
{ert his Right in due time, let rhe Conſequences be ever 
ſo diſmal to the Rights of the People Civil and Sacred. 
his being rooted: in them for many Tears, tho' their 
Policy ſhould incline them to {wallow the uſual Oaths, 
they would either do it with a Reſerve and private Ex- 
poſition, or would be ready to ſay afterwards that thoſe 
Oaths were taken in durance, and cram'd down their 
Throats by a powerful and ſucceſsful Uſurpation, and fo 
not obligatory... x. 1 
Therefore inſtead of conſulting the Intereſt of the Ha- 
7over Succeſſion by this Bill, you rather put it in the 
Power of the moſt zealous and ſtanch Friends of the &. 
Germain's Pretender, the more ſucceſsfully to oppoſe that 
illuſtrious Family's fucceeding to govern theſe Kingdoms 
after the Demiſe of the Queen, But I am allo afraid that 
many others, now hearty Friends of the Hanover Succeſ- 
ſion, may be, provok'd or decoy'd into dangerous and 
daring Meaſures againſt it, by the Hardſhips and Diſor- 
ders that this Bill ſeems to threaten them with, if it pals 
into a Law without due Amendments: For does not e- 
very body know that the State of the Royal Boroughs, is 
of late many ways diſguſted, and likewiſe the Scorch Nobi- 
lity.? Now if the Kirk wall be thus invaded too by ſuch 
an Act, I cannot ſay, how ſoon à ſtrict Alliance may be 
commenc'd by theſe, Three Great Bodies, for the Recove- 
1 their Rights and Privileges, and ſome means us d 
to reduce themſelves in far quo, If, ſuch a Deſign ſhould. 
ever he hatch'd, I doubt not but they would apply for 
ſome foreign Aid, as not being able to manage it alone: 
And then if the Pretender, nay if the Great. Alogul, or 
any other Man (however averſe they may be at preſent), 
did offer his Service to them for recovering, their priſtine; 
State, they would, I am afraid, ee comply to 
accept, thereof, When chagrin'd, and ſretted, and com- 
bind for that purpoſe. I need not add, that as * 
| i Feople 
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People of Scotland, except thoſe that made the Union, 
which were but a few, were againſt it at firſt; ſo if it 
was to be made again, no Man durſt or would offer an 
Argument for it, having had a ſufficient Trial of it al- 

r pe £ ig So MB 
But further, what, Advantage can the Miniſtry propoſe 
by ſach Innovations? Surely they may remember the 
late Affair of Dr. Sacheverel, which being thought an In- 
novation, made way for their Management. And one 
would think they have not been fo long in play as to ſe- 
| cure the Game, and ward off any future Turn that an 
| amus'd and diſguſted People may be the unhappy occaſi- 
on of, And if it appear they are concern'd in paſting 
5 this Bill, they may expect the Kirk will pray for them in 
. the Words of David, Lord turn the Counſel of Achito- 
r ts 77 Po LT Ig: 
Nor is it the Intereſt of the Church of England 9 
this Bill: For tho' at preſent that Church is not in Dan- 
. per, the Queen and Parliament being entirely Engliſh, 
4 and all the Places of Profit and Truſt beftuw'd on thoſe 
t | that cannot he Members of any other Church; yet we 
S know not what Evil may be 758 the Earth, we are not 
ſure of having always ſuch a Monarch as Queen ANNE, 
2 and ſuch a Parliament and Miniſtry as the preſent: And 
1 ſhould there ariſe a Pharaoh that knew not Foſeph, with 
5 


a Parliament and Miniſtry to his Mind, I know not · but 
the Rights and Privileges of the Church of England might 
| be invaded. Then if che Reverend Lords the Biſhops or 
8 any others of their en ſhould plead againſt any 


— Innovations or Infringements, f Sane the many Acts 
b of Parliament in favour of the Church, which were all 
e ratify'd by the Union as unalterable for ever; would it 
4 not be replyd, Why, my Lords and Gentlemen, do 
1 you complain, after you have given us a Precedent for 
d, © thele Meaſures? Did you not invade the Kirk bf Scot- 
* * land in the Year 1711-12, that was as well ſecur'd by 
0 the Union, and in the fame manner as the Church of 
4 England was? Surely at ſuch a: Juncture all good Chri- 
) ſtians of the Church of England would be ready to ſay 
e | with Foſeph's Brethren in time of their Diſtreſs; And 
Ay they ſaid one to another, we are verily guilty concerning our 
I Brother, in that we ſaw the Angnily of his Soi e 
e * "REY Surat A 
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beſought us, and we would not hear: Therefore is this 
Diftreſs come upon us, . 

And thus I have given ydu the Reaſons of my Opi- 
nion, and ſhewn that it is not ſafe for the Queen, the Par- 
liament, the Houſe of Hanover, the Miniſtry, and the 
Church of England. But I am alſo Apprehenſive that it 
is not ſafe even for the Epiſcopal Miniſters and People; 
For thoſe Epiſcopal Miniſters that took the Oaths before 
September 1695. poſſeſs'd their Livings independently of 
the Kirk; and thoſe of them that ſurvive, need no ſuch 
Act in their Favour, And tho the others are generally 
Nonjurors, yet they have erected many Meeting Houſes 
yithont being diſturb'd, except when they have done 

ome things on purpoſe to provoke.a Diſturbance. I need 
not mention the many Intruſions (as they fay) into va- 
cant Churches, by raiſing Rabbles and committing Riots, 
and wounding thoſe of the Kirk that offer'd ta plant the 
Vacancy with a legal Incumbent : This, would be ac- 
counted High Treaſon in our Engliſh. Diſſenters. Seve- 
ral Churches and. Chappels are allo poſſeſs'd by the Epi- 
opal Pillegnng Merry, without being moleſted. So 
that if you was here, yon would acknowledge that thc; e 
never was a National Church ſo much affronted by the 
Diſſenters, that no. Church could bear more patiently 
thoſe Affronts, and that no Diſſenters could be more up- 
piſh. and daring, without giving the Government due 

/ouchers of their Loyalty. But this very Act will break 
the Party: hecauſe they are divided both about the Re- 
ligion of the Church of England, and alſo about takin 
the uſual Oaths to the State, and praying as the A 
perhaps inay direct. And becauſe there is a Deſign here 
to reduce all the Scottiſh Epiſcopal r and People 
to the way of the Church of England, a Rupture muſt be 
the Conſequence : Upon which account many of the Par- 
ty are againſt the Bill as now model'd. 

I need not inform you of the many Hardſhips the Kirk 
may think to ſuſtain by ſuch an Act, not doubting but 
when the Bill is debated, the Members of Parliament 


that are the Kirk's Friends will open that Point fully; 
and ſome will expect that you will ſpeak to it. But you 
may eaſfly judge, many Confuſions mult follow the erecting 
of two legal Eſtabliſhments, with equal intrinſick Juril- 
diction; whereby an Handl: will be given co profane * 
. ( ' N Ons 
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fons of ſhifting their Church, in order to eſcape due 
Cenſure, But we hear that this Bill is defign'd for ſome o- 
ther Ends that are not fit to be nam'd, and which I leave 
you to gueſs at. And becauſe People generally look on 
this Bill as a Preface *o a ſpeedy and tetal demoliſhing of 
Presbytery, and of a new Erection of Epiſcopacy after the 
the Engliſh way, as the only legal Church, which creates 
further Jealouſies, and renders moſt People ſuſceptible of 
what 1 will not mention; I ſhall refer you to a Noble Au- 
thour, in order to gueſs at what may be the Conſequence, 
by comparing, former Times with the preſent. Tis the 
Earl of Clarendon in his Hiftory of the Rebellion, Vol. I. 
Book 2. from the peginning where his Lordſhip accounts 
for the Riſe of the Troubles, and ſhews us plainly that 
the ſpring of them was the introducing of the Canons ant 
Liturgy into Scotland. I ſhall abridge a good deal there 
of in his Lordſhip's own Words. My Lord ſays, It was 
a fatal Inadvertency that the Canons had never been ſeen 
by the Aſſembly of the Clergy, it being almoſt impoſſible 
that any new Diſcipline could be introduc'd into the 
Church, which would not much concern the Government 
of the State, and even trench upon or refer o the muni- 
cipal Laws of the Kingdom: And that in this Conſide- 
ration the Archbiſhop of Canterbury had always declar'd 
to the Biſhops of Scotland, That it was their part to 
<< be ſure that nothing they ſhould propoſe to the King 
in the Buſineſs of the Church ſhould be contrary to the 
% Laws of the Land, which he could not be thought to 
« underſtand; and that they ſhould never put any thing 
in Execution, without the Conſent and Approbation 
c of the Privy Council. But it was the unhappy Craft of 
thoſe few Scorch Biſhops to get it believ'd by the King, 
that the Work would be grateful to the moſt conſiderable 
of the Nobility, the Clergy and the People (which they 
could hardly: believe) in order to the obtaining his Maje- 
ſty's Approbation and Authority for the Excution of that, 
which t © did really believe would not find e 
from the Nobility, the Clergy or People, againſt his Ma- 
jeſty's expreſs Power and Will; which without doubt 


Lord goes on afterwards to tell us, that as the Canons 
and Liturgy were things unheard, of and new in Scor- 
land, ſo Were not then fit for that Nation, 2 
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was then in great Veneration in that Kingdom. My 
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this gave Occaſion to cunning Men of ſuggeſting to Men 
of all Conditions, that here was an intire new Model of 
Government in Church and; State; that it was thought 
no other than a Subjection to England, by receiving Laws 
from thence, of which they were moſt jealous, which 
they paſſionately abhorr'd': That they believ'd there was 
no part of their Civil Government uninvaded by the Ca- 
tons, and no Perſons of what Quality ſoever unconcern'd, 
and, as they thought, unhurt in them; and that it was 
an Approach and Introduction to Popery. And though 
the Scots made no great Noiſe, nor yet committed =o 
open Diſorder, - except ſpreading Libels againſt the Bi- 
ſhops, till about the Month of Suly 1637. when the Li- 
turgy was publiſh'd, and appointed to be read in all the 
Churches, it met with ſuch a Reception as all Men know; 
the City of eee e: fill'd with Tumult, Hollow- 
ing and Out- crying, and bitter Exectations againſt Bi- 

ſnops and Poper y. Hitherte no Perſon of Condition or 
Name appear d, or ſeem'd to countenance this ſeditious 
Confuſion, but the Rabble: And until the Biſbops of 
Scotland tent an ＋1 to the King about it, there was 
little Curioſity in the Court or Country of England, to 
know what was done in Scotland. But all the Kingdom 
flock d to Edinburgh, as in a general Cauſe that concern- 
ed their Salvation, and reſolv'd themſelves into àa Method 
of Government, erected ſeveral Tables, in Which Depu- 
ties ſat for the Nobility, the Gentlemen, the Clergy, and 
the Burgeſſes, and a Council to conduct their Affairs. 
They diſobey'd the Orders and Proclamations of the 
King's Council, as if the Government were regularly in 
their Hands. They call'd a General Aſſembly, whither 
they ſummon'd the Biſhops before them, and for not ap- 
pea ring, excommunicated them. And then they united 
themſelves in their Solemn League and Covenant. They 
got moſt of the Nobility and conſiderable Gentlemen ei- 
ther to join with them openly, or to be their ſecret Friends. 
And ſo at laſt they ſeizd on the King's Forts and Maga- 
zines, and rais'd an Army to withſtand him. 
I need not proceed to tell you What follow'd, which 
was fatal enough and too well known z but ſhall only 
remark, that though the Engliſ Liturgy, Epiſcopkcy, 
Canons and Ceremonies;-are like to de lte duc'd into 


Scotland by an A& of Parliament, and not by a 
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Pleaſure of the Sovereign, yet I'm afraid the way of ad- 
: viſing it is much the ſame as formerly. For it is row alſo 1 
| the Unhappy Craft of fome Men to get it nd, that q 
| the Work would be grateful to the moſt conſiderable Per- _ 
| ſons in Scotland. And thereſore they repreſent the Preſ- | 
byterians here as an inconſiderable Handful, deſerted by | 
| all the Nobility and Gentry. ' But fince I came into Scor- 1 
land, I find this Report groundleſs: I confeſs indeed | 
there are ſeveral. Epiſcopal: Lords and Gentlemen, and 
many more that are indifferent as to Charch-Goveroment ; 
yet I'm pretty ſure many of the firſt, and moſt of the 5 
others, would eaſily join the Nobility, Gentlemen, Cler- | 
gy, and People of the Kirk, in preſerving her Conſtitu- | 
, | tion entire nicken the leaſt Innovation or Incroach- 
8 ment; ſaving that many of them are of my Opinion, 
0 That the two Churches confirm'd by the Union ſhould 
be eqpally maintain'd and encourag'd, and that the Diſ- 
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ſenters of Scotland ſhould enjoy the fame, and ho more 

- | Privileges than thoſe of England, and upon the ſame Con- | 
© | ditions, This is indeed the true way of maintaining the | 
0 Peace of the Country, and à keeping of all Things in a 

7 Proper Bahn e do e e Aal! 

1 1 hear, there is Succeſſion of the Scotch Biſhops in- 

p tended, and that Four or Five have. been privately or- 

+ | dain'd: But I ſhall not trouble you further at this time, 

2 baving tranſgreſs d the Bounds. o a common Miſſive al- 
ready, for which I beg pardon. Only be pleas d to accept 

I of my Wite's Reſpects to you and yours; and ſhe hopes 

« | to ſee you at London, if you go not ſoon to your Country- 

C Seat. | 8 e 

I I am, (s at 

d Tour much Obliged and | 

fl _ » .Obedient Servant, &c. 
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To the Honourable the Commons of 
Great - Britain, aſſembled in Parliament, 


The Fumble Petition of William Caſtares, Principal of 
the College of Edinburgh ; Thomas Blackwell, Pro- 
feſſor of Divinity at Aberdeen; Robert Baillie, Ai. 
niſter at Inverneſſe; F 


eee, (ETD cf 
TP HAT. your Petitioners, being Miniſters of the Eſtd- 
1 bliſh'd Church in Scotland, and very much concern'd 
for the Peace and Welfare thereof; and being inform'd 
that a Bill is depending in this Honourable Houſe, inti- 
tul'd, A Bill to prevent the difturbing thoſe of the Epiſcopal 
Communion in Scotland, in the Exerciſe. of their Re 375 
Worſhip, and in the Uſe of the Liturgy of the Church 6 
England : and for repealing the Act againſt Irregular Bag- 
tiſms and Marriage. Kee | 
And the Commiſſioners of the Aſſembly of the Charch 
of Scotland, being at a very great Diſtance from this Ho- 
nourable Houſe, and having no Notice of any ſuch Bill 
depending; and the ſaid Bill being of very Fe 
quence to the Eſtabliſh'd Church in Scotland, and alter- 
ing the Laws as well before as upon the Union (as Jour 
Petitioners humbly conceive ) made for its Preſervatiori 


and ſecuring the Rights and Liberties thereof. 


Your Petitioners in all Humility preſume to Petition this 
Honourable Houſe, That this Houſe would be pleasd to 
allow a reaſonable Time for to ſend to the Commiſſion- 
ers of the Aſſembly in Scotland, to acquaint them with 
the Contents of this Bill, before the ſame do paſs, in 
regard it ſo much. concerns the Church of Scotland ; 
And alſo for that there are ſeveral very extraordinary 
Clauſes (as your Petitioners humbly conceive ) in the 
ſaid Bill : Or otherwiſe, as your Petitioners apprehend, 
it will be a great ſurprize to the Church of Scotland, te 
paſs this Bill, without they be heard what they have 
humbly to lay before this Houſe concerning the ſame. 
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_ f the | ſaid Aſſembly at Edinburgh,” the 
Fifth Day of March, 17511 
BA Dis. dE ain tee e 10. PTE 
May it pleaſe Tour Majefty,, .; | 


Ur O N Notice we had of a Bill depending in Parlia- 
ment, entitled, A Bill to preueut the diſturbing of 
thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion an Scotland, in he Exer- 
Ciſe of their Religious Worſhip, and in the Uſe of the Li- 
turgy of the Church of England, We in all Humility pre- 
ſum d to Adtlreſs XY pur; Majeſty for the Pre ſervatioh of 
our preſent Eſtabliſhment, as ſecur d to us by Law, and 
for preventing the Inconveniencies that might enſue! on 
the 'aforeſaid Toleration; at the paſſing whereof there- 
after, in both; Houſes of Parliament, we cannòt but be 
deeply affected. $5:b n 5 effi ran: ini 
ratlon Enacted for the better Security of - Your Majeſty's 
Perſon and Government, and the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Succeſſion to the Crown in the Proteſtant Line, is ap- 

inted to be taken by all Miniſters, We do in moſt hum- 
bie-Daty, truly and ſincerely own and acknowledge, That 
Your + Majeſty is Lawfal and  Rightful Queen of this 
Realm, and of all your other Dominions and Countries 
thereunto 3 and do ſolemnly and fincerely de- 
clare, That we do believe the Perſon pretended to be The 
Prince of Wales during the Life of the late King James, 
and ſince his Deceaſe Aa be, and taking upon 
Bimſelf the Stile and Title of King of England, * the 


ſoever : Underſtanding the aforeſaid Oath of cody 19 xe: 


Duty, and our Senſe of the a foreſaid Oath an 
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Name of James the Third, or of Scotland, by the Name 


of James the Eighth, | or the Stile and Title of King of 
Great-Britain, hath not any Right or Title whatſoever 
to the Crown, of this Realm, or any other of the Domi: 
nions thereunto belonging ; and we Ub moſt heartily re- 
nownce and refuſe any Allegiance and Obedience to him: 
And we withal ſolemnly and ſincerely profeſs, That we 
will bear Faith and true Allegiance to Your Majeſt y, in 
all Duties and Occaſions whatſoever, that can be ingum- 
tent on us. And further; We do faithfully promiſe, to 
the utmoſt of our Power, to ſupport, maintain; and de- 
fend the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Proteſtant, Line, 
againſt the ſaid Pretender, and all other Per ſons what- 


in the fulleſt Senſe, wherein it can be underſtood, to re- 
nounce and diſclaim avy Right that the ſaid Pretender 
can claim to your aforeſaid Dominions; and in the plain 
Senſe of the Words, in ſo far as the ſaid. Oath, and Acts 
to which it refers, ſettles and entails the Succeſſion of the 


Crown of thoſe Dominions for Default of Iſſue of Voi 


Majeſty, on the Princeſs Sophia, Electreſs and Dutchels 
Dowager of Hanover, and the Heirs of her Body, being 
B Fo, on ro UH rpg amps to ob 
But ſeeing we cannot diſſemble with your Majeſty, That 
there remains à Scruple with many, as if the Conditions 
mentioned in the Acs of Parliament. eſtabliſhing the Suc- 
ceſſion, referr'd to by the ſaid Oath, were to be-under- 
ſtood as a Part thereof; and that to Swear to ſome Things 


in thoſe: Conditions, ſeems not conſiſtent with our known 


Principles: And that it is expreſly declared and ſtatuted, _ 
by. the Treaty and Articles of UNION, and the Acts 


of Parliament of both Kingdoms ratifying the ſame, That 
none of the Subjects of Scotland ſhall be liable to, but All 
and eyery one of them for ever free, of any Oarh, Teſt, 
or Subſcription, within Scotland, contrary to, or incon- 
ſtent with, our preſent precbyterian Cburch-Eſtabliſh. 
ment: We, in the moſt humble and dutiful Manner, malt 
earneſtly beſeech and obteſt, That this our Addreſs and 


Repreſentation, and moſt fincere Declarations therein 
contained, may be Graciouſly accepted by Your Majeſty, 
without reſpe& to the aforeſaid Conditions ſcrupled at, 
as the Juſt and True Signification of our * 1 and 
d Engage 

ment, 


| t = 
25 to prevent all Miſtakes and:Mifrepreſentations, that 
| iy we way be liable to in this Matter. LETS 


- That the Lord may i bleſs our Majeby; 3 an 
After a long and happy Reign upon Earth, receive You 
into an wk 155 and exc 6 the e 


_ Prayer „ en * 72 
de pleaſe Your MAJ ES IS, 


V our MAJESTY's ; moſt Fai thial;; x 
1705 pk " Obedient, and molt. Huwple. Su . 


Ti he Miniſters and Elders, 1 oners if. the lat 


peril Affe of the Church of Scotland. 


1 


Sign in our Php, | in our Name, 5 3 
and at eee en ae 3 


i pes Mitel, Moderator 
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The o 1160 0 | "the Pretend Prince 
cn ads e 1 8 8 


t. wy B. Yo! "rely ahd. ſincerely acknowledge, 19 5 
* reſtify;] and declare, in my Conſcience, r 
7 < and the World, T hay, our Sovereign Lady Queen Aune 
© is Lawful and Ri btful Queen / of this Realm, and oſ 
© all other Hes be eſty's Dominions, and Countries there- 
© -anto belong Aug . do ſolemnly and ſincerely de- 
* clare, That 1 * believe in my Conſcience, that the 
Perſon pretended to be Prince of Wales, Jutittg the 
Life of the late King James; and ſince his Deceaſe pre- 
© tending to be; and taking on himſelf the Stile and Ti- 
< tle of King of England, by the Name of James the 
© Third, hath not any Right or Title whatſoever to the 
| © Crown of this Realm, of any other the Dominiojis 
© thereto belonging. And Ido renounce, refuſe; and ab- 


jure any Allegiance or Obedience to him, And I do 
E 3 | Smet 


„ 


* Swear That I will bear Faith and true Alle 


[532] 


nance — 
Her Majeſty Queen Anne, and Her will 1 Nefend 

the utmoſt of my Power, againſt all . Con. 
„ ſpiracles and Attempts wha > which ſhall be made 
18580 Her Perſon, Crown or Dignity. And I will do 
beſt endeavour to diſclole and make known to Her 
© Majeſty and Her — ok all Treaſons and Trai- 
© terous Conſpiracies, which I ſhall know to be againſt 
Her or an ** Them. And 1 do faithfully ptomiſe, to 
the utmoſt of my Power, to ſupport, maigtain and 

© defend the Limitation: and on of the Crown, a 
ainſt him the ſaid James and all other Perſons . 
« ver, as the ſame is, and _ _— by an Act, 


* „An ad enting the 7 Ke. of 
[4 Sabjett an ett own to 
© Her Majeſty, and the A of a 343 eing Prote- 


tanta: And as the ſame by one * Act, intitle 
* An Act for the further Limitutiom of "the Cot, ayd 
p better ſecuring the Rights and Liberties of be Sbject, 
4 is and ſtands limited after the Deceaſe of Her Maje- 
_ ty; and for Default of Iſſue of Her Majeſty, to the 
© Princeſs Sophia, Electoreſs and Dutcheſs Dow 2 of 
Hanover, arid the Heirs of Her Body, being 
© ſtants. And all theſe Things I do plainly an — 


N Ariadne bn eats according to theſe expr 


X Words by me ſpoken, Spd acg0 aceording to the blath an 


common Senſe and elſtanclt ing of the ſame Words, 
© Without any Equivocation, mental Evaſion, or ſecret 
© Reſervation | whatſoever. - And I do make this Recyg- 
c © njtion, © cknowledgment,' Abjuration 8 
and promiſe heartily, willingly, a 1 88 
: true Faith of 4 Dr [15 2401 
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> e bus. viamolel S Le ME Go. 
> »1 + 1 5 I Fo . 
1 1 * . 


* 


4 


L533 


An Account of Lay- Patronages in Scotland, 
and f the fatal Differences they have 
occaſiai d bet wixt the Church and Lay- 
Patrons; with Obſervations on the Argu- 


* 


"Ni ments. for reſtoring them, is 
Eee ages are fo far from being the ancient Con- 


itution of Scotland, that there's ſcarce a Country in 

Chriſtendom where ever they had fo little Footing; fo 

that if our Scoteb Patrons where put to juſtifie their Title 
y : | 


4 


the old Maxim of the Canoniſts, _ 


4 | Patronum faciunt dos, FL 1 ificatio, fundus, 


+4 


they. would make but a very indifferent Plea of it ; for 
nothing is plainer in our Law, than that the Tythes were 
the Patrimony of our Church, as 1 by Ack. 10. 
Parl. 1. Fames IV. held in 1567. and by many other Acts. 
It is kewl known to every one, that Tythes were ſer⸗ 
tled by the Legiſlature, and that ſuch Endowments as 
have at any time been made from the Rents of the'Crown, 
100 the Conſent ot Parliament to make them good, 
ſince our Princes could alienate nothing belonging to the 
Crown without their Conſent. And as to the Pope's: Ca- 
non Law, from whence Patronages proceeded, it never 
obtain ſo far in Scotland as to bè much regarded. This 
is evident from many of our Laws, which forbid our be- 
ing govern'd by any other, and from the Pragmatical San- 
ions betwixt the Popes and the Kings of Scotland, who 
were always as inflexible in this Matter, if not more, than 
the Kings of France, Sr 18e en, 
But be that how it will, when the Pope's Authority 
was abrogited in Scotland, by Act of Parliament, in 
1560. all Juriſdiction deriv'd from him fell with it, and 
his Canon Law among the reſt, except what part of it 


we retain'd for its own' Equity, and its Agreeableneſs 
to our Conſtitution, which was follow'd in Commiſſar's 


. Cogrts, Te. © 
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ion of Poper y, inſomuch that the poor Miniſters had 
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Accordingly the Church of Srotland, from the begin- 
ning of the Reformation, declar'd againſt Lay Patronages 
and Preſentations. This appears from the firſt of Diſci- 
pline, drawn up by order of the Government, and a-- 
greed to in the Privy-Council, January 17. 1560, where, 
in the fourth Head, Concerning the lawful Election of Mi- 
niſters, the Power of Election is lodg'd in the Pariſhion- 
ers; and in caſe they delay'd it forty Days, the Pre- 
ſentation was to be in the Saperintendant and his Coun- 
cil, viz.. the Miniſters and Elders of his Province. 

In the firſt General Aſſembly of the Reformed Church 
of* Scotland, held the 2oth of December 1560. about four 
Months after the Pope's Authority was aboliſh'd, it was 
enacted the 27th of the ſaid Month, That the Election 


of Miniſters ſhould be in the publick Church by the Peo- 


ple, and that Notice ſhould be given of it the Sunday 
preceding. It was the fame as to the Election of Super- 
intendants, as may be ſeen by the Form of it prefix d to 
our old Pſalm Books, and in the firſt Book of Diſcipline 
under the Head of the gr of Superintendants; an 
the Church Fequird that the Miniſters, the Poor, and 
the Schools, ſhould be provided for out of the Tythes which 
were the Patrimony of the Kirk, as appears by the 6th 
Head of the firſt Book of Diſcipline, under the Title Of 
the Rents and Patrimony of the Chnrch, © FOES +a 

In the 3d Seſſion of the qi General Aſſembly held 
at Edinburgh, it was enacted, Dec. 27. 1562. That the 
Preſentation of Miniſters ſhould be in the People. Thus 
Matters were ſtated at Queen Mary's Arrival from France, 
Aug. 19. 1 K and the 25th of that Month her Maje- 
ſty declar'd by Proclamation, That no Body on pain of 
Death ſhould attempt privately or publickly to make any 
Alteration or Inuobation in the State of Religion, which 
the found publickly and univerſally landing at her Ar- 
rival; and ſhe promis d not to attempt any thing againſt 
it her ſelf, but to ſettle all things with the Conſent of 
the States. This Promiſe was kept no otherwiſe than 
as Popiſh Princes uſe to do with their Proteſtant Sub- - 
jects; ſo that ſhe and her Courtiers were unwilling to 
part with the Patropages and Parrimony of the Church 
which they bad poſſeſsd themſelves of on the Abroga- 


little 


Me 3 EF 
little elſe to maintain them but the Benevolence of their 
Hearers, and with much ado, after many Petitions, they 
obtain'd a third of the Tythes, which was but indif- 
ferently. paid, ſo little dependance had they on Lay 
Patrons, t 22 wp 7 | 
The Church being under theſe Preſſures, ſhe was 
willing to comply as far as ſhe could in Conſcience, in 
order to obtain what, farther Reformation was want- 
ing, and à Redreſs of her Grievances. Therefore ſhe a- 
greed in the Aſſembly of 1565, that her Majeſty, or a- 
ny other Patron, might preſent to vacant Benefices, but 
on Condition that they preſented qualified Perſons, and 
ſubjected them to the Examination of the Kirk, who had 
the Right of Collation to the Cure, if the Patron had the 
Preſentation to the, Benefice ;, otherwiſe, ſay they, the 
Patrons. might obtrude ſuch Perſons as they pleas'd up- 
on. them. And thus, as they complain in the 6th Head 
of the firſt Book, of Diſcipline, the Papiſtical Tan 
ſoould be only chang'd into that of the Lord and Laird, 
therefore they requir'd that the Kirk might be reſtor'd 
to her Liberty, that ſhe had been cruelly ſpoil'd of by 
. 8 
In the 2d Book of Diſcipline agreed on by the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly of 1578, regiſter'd by that of 1581. and or- 
er'd to be ubſcrib 


— 
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[4 2 1 Fi: al „ 
thereby any Perſan was intruded or placed over Kirks 
4 "having Cra Ani marum : And foraſmuch as that man- 


ner of Proceeding hath no ground in the Word of 
* God, but is contrary to the fame, and to the ſaid Li- 
© berty of Election, they ought not now to have place 
„ in this Light of Reformation. But as to theſe Patro: 
pages that have not Curam Animarim, as Chaplainrys, 
Prebendarys, &. founded upon Temporal Lands, an- 
nuals and ſuch like, they may be reſervd to the an- 
© cient Patrons to diſpoſe of to Scholars and Burſars, ac- 
ee rene 9591, 
© "This was the Senſe of our Church at the Reformation. 
We come next to ſhew how the Matter ſtood in Law, 
The Courtiers, tho N N to part with the Patron 885 
agreed, however, tiat the Power of Patrons ſhould, be 
reſtrain'd. Thus by the 7th Act of the firſt Parliament 
of King James VI. held Amo 1567. it was Enatted, That 
the Examination ard Adni!ffion of Miniſters be only in the 
Power of the Kirk, and that the Patron preſent a quali- 
fy'd Perſon within fix Months (after the Deceaſe of the 
former Incumbent comes to his Knowledge) to the 8u- 
intendant or others, having the Commitſfion of the 
irk, otherwiſe the Kirk to have pe to diſpoſe of 
the ſame to a qualified Perſon. The' Qualifications. re- 
quired were, that he ſhould agree, with the Church in 
Doctrine, and the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, ac- 
cording, to the Confeſlion of Faith, as appears by 
Act 6. Parliament 1 James VI. The Act 46. Parliament, 
3. of that ſame Prince, enjoms, That the Miniſter ſhould. 
be under the Diſcipline. of the Kirk, partake, with her, 
in the Sacraments, and Subſcribe the Articles of Religi- 
on, and give his Oath for acknowledging the King and. 
his Authority. And by Parliament 6. Act 68. James VI. 
they who refuſe to Communicate in the Sacraments, as. 
Adminiſtred in the Kirk, according to the Confeſſion of. 


Faith, or contradi& the ſaid Confeſſion, are declar'd to 
be no Members of the Kirk, ſo long as they do fo, and 


by the Goth Act of that ſame Parliament tis declar'd,, 
That there be no other Juriſdiction Ectleſiaſticł acknowledg d 
within this Realm, than that which is, and ſhall he within the. 


ſame Kirk, er that flows therefrom. It is here likewife pto- 


per to obſerye, That by the aboyemention'd Act of 1567. 
: * 4 [| "Al Yi +04 35 «> VI; Kaan 0 — & . Wann 444 ap* 25. in 
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in caſe. of a Bert by the Superi 
ner * the * 6 to admit 2 qpayig'd F ein, prev by 
the Wider y an Appeal per intendamt 
iniſter of e. Provinc apts 7 af r to ad- 
mit the qualified Perſon, an 5 — 


the General Aab, whoſe. mination Was to be 

eciſive 

But notwithſtanding this Raden on ee ma- 
ny Abuſes zen 8e from the Patronages hy Contracts be · 
twixt the Patrons and ſome Miniſters; Who were Guilt 
of dilapidating the Rents of the. Benefices (without xe = 

w their Succeſſors ſhould: live. after them) for the Lale 
of preſent Profit. And by the fame Method, Benefices 
.A. coaferr d upon unqualify d Perſons, . L 
King and other Patr againſt, whi 
Was Nen by the 1oiſt and 102d Fora kin Janes 

7th ene which, met October 24. 222505 

45 farthe emedy was provided by the 1x6t Ad of 
his 12th arndt which met June 5. 1592+ by which 
the Collation and Deprivation of, Miniſters was lodg'd in 
the Church, 4s: a Privilege granted by God to ber Spiri- 
tual Office- hearers, wherein ber Covered Aſſemblies were 
allo 1 and Approv'd, with all her Privileges, Li- 
bertys, Immunitys an Freedoms, ee? and ee by 
his Highneſs, - his Regents in his Name, or any. of 
Predeceſſors to the True and Holy Kirk, er Fr Eſta- 
bliſh'd within, this Realm ; and among other Privileges, 
all. Preſentations to Benefices were to be directed es 
Presbyterys, with a full Power of Collation, and 5 — 
117th Act, the Church had a power of prelent 
Detolms. "if the Patron did not preſent a Aly 9 — 
ſon after a Vacancy of fix Months. But a #2244 being 
made in the 136th Act, that they ſhould receive and 
mit any qualified Perſon preſented by his Majeſty; or 
Lay Patrons, the Abuſe continued, and Miniſters were 
depriv'd of their Benefices by ſeveral Patrons, to prevent 
which, the 169th Act of King James Vit 's 13th Par- 
Vament was made. nn 


dant or 


F ne all theſe Provijon againſt. the Abales 


of Patronag e General Aſſembly of 1596. finding 
that by — * Preſentations many [Ou were forcible 
thruft into the Miniſtry, and upon Congregatians,-whoſe 
Conga ſhew'd. they were never und > God, the pr 
embly 


I: was to be, made o 


— — — —— — 


— — — 
. 


L 383 

ſembly provided, That none ſhould ſeek, Preſentations 
to Benefices, without Advice to the Presbytery, in whoſe 
Bounds they lay, on pain of being repell'd, as Rei Ambirus, 
and they deſir d, that ſach as were Guilty of dilapida- 
ting Benefices, or of dimitting them for Favour or Mo- 
ney, ſo as they be become Lay Patronages, might be pu- 
niſh'd as Dilapidators. 7. Nan a 

Thus theſe Lay Patronages continued a Subject of Con- 
troverſie betwixt Lay Patrons and the Church, and occa- 
ſioned many Abuſes, and much Clamour, by the Cour- 
tiers againſt her, but they could not fully accompliſh 
their Deſign, till after the Union of the Crowns, when 
the Court being at a diſtance from Scotiand, and open to 


the conſtant Sollicitation of Men of other Principles, the 


State of Biſhops was eftabliſh'd in Scotland, by the 2d 


Act of King James Vith's 18th Parliament, which met 


July g. 1606. after which the Power of Preſentation was 
lodg'd in the Archbiſhops and Biſhops; but the Patrons 
by their Intereſt in Parliament, had the Luck to keep their 
Patronages on Foot under ſeveral Reſtrictions, which did 
not remove the Evil that from the beginning was com- 
plain'd of, and as an immeciate and obvious Conſequence 
of it, Simony, which is a direct Bargain betwixt the Pa- 
tron and the Miniſter to be preſented, for obtaining a 
Spiritus! Charge in the Church, was too 122 Tolera- 
ted, to the great Scandal of Religion, and manifeſt decay 
of Piety and Learning, for the Patrons by theſe Simonia- 
cal Contracts, inverted the Tythes to their own private 
Uſe, and no Miniſter was preſented, till he had given a 
Leaſe to his Patron of the Tythes of his Pariſh, in confi- 
deration of a poor Aliment to himſelf and his Family. 
An Abuſe which onght certainly to affect all thoſe who 
are truly Religious, either in the Church of England or 
„„ * 
This occaſion'd ſo many Abuſes in projentin of Mi- 
niſters, and filbd the Church ſo fall of unqualify'd Per- 
ſons, that it was one of the principal Cauſes of Complaint 
which bropght on the Civil War, and occafion'd the Abo- 
lition of Prelacy in Scotland, as may be ſeen by the Acts of 
Aſſembly and Papers of State, from 1638. to 1644. 

Presbytery being reſtor'd' m a Parliament where the 


_ King was preſent, the Affair of Patronage was accommo- 


dated betwixt the King and the Church thus. U pon a 
eee | 8 Petition 


T9. 

Petition from the Aſſembly, for the better providing of 
Vacant Churches in His Majeſty's/ Preſentation with qua- 
lify'd Miniſters; his Majeſty agreed, That upon the ſend- 
ing him a Liſt of fix Perſons by the Presbytery, where the 
Vacancy. iy, he would preſent one of them, as appears 
by his Declurarion ond with his own Hand at Whze- 
hall, Jan. 3. 1642. and Regiſter'd in the Books of the Ai- 
ſembly, the 3d of Auguf following; and by an Act of the 
Aſſembly of the fame date, it appears, that the Patronages 
formerly belonging to the Biſhops, were veſted in the 
Presbyteries, by Act of Parliament, and that the like 
Method of the Presbyterys fending a Liſt of qualify'd - 
Per ſons to other Lay Patrons, as to his Majeſty was alſo 
agreed upon. e ee Fan 
But in the Aſſembly of 1643. they petitioned his Ma- 
jeſty, That conſidering the Difficulty of obtaining a Lift of 
fix able and well qualified Perſons for every Vacant Church 
in his Majeſty's Grefentiition, he would accept 'a Liſt of 
thcee, and of any one qualified Perſon, who ſpoke iſh, 
ſor a Vacant Church in the Highlands. * 
Matters continued thus till 1649. that all theſe Reſtri- 
crions not being found ſuſficient againſt the Abuſes of Lay 
Patrons, they were totally aboliſh'd by Act of Parliament. 
Epiſcopacy and Patronages were reſtored by Acts of 
Parliament in King Charles IId's Reign, from 1662. and 
downwards. But when the Meeting of the Eſtates of 
Scotland was call'd expreſly in 1689, for ſecuring the 
Proteſtant Religion, and the ancient Laws and Libertys 
of 'the Kingdom, to the Legality of which Meeting, the 
Biſhops did alſo ſubſcribe, as appears by the 2d Act of 
that Meeting; and by the 13th Act, the Eſtates did 
claim among other things, as appears by their Declara- 
tion of Right, © That Prelacy and the Superiority of 
* any Office in the Church above Presbyters, is, and 
* has been, a great and inſupportable Grievance and 
Trouble to this Nation, and contrary to the Inclination 
* of the generality of the Peale ever fince the Reforma- 
* tion (they having reform'd from Popery by Presbyters) 
© and therefore ought to be aboliſh'd. _ ee 
This Meeting of Eſtates did by the 2oth Act addreſs 
King William, That the ſaid Meeting ſhog'd be rurn'd 


t Religion 
ates 


* into a Parliament for ſecuring the Prote 
"+ WIS. 5. 7 17 l | a 


Third, Act Seſſ. 1. of King all. 
July 22. 1689. and ſtill 12 — b d = Kt e. 


byterian Church Government upon ted ge 


LA 
f the Government, Laws and. Liberties of the Kingdom, 
and redreſſing the - Grievances, by. them ee ; 
To which his Majeſty. did interpoſe his Royal Authority, 
by agreeing 10 their Addrels, as appears, by their, 38th 


| Purſuant to the abovemention'd * of the Clain 
of Right, and the Deſign of turning the meetin 
Kates into a Parliament, Prelac 1 her, 


— L e did-by Act 2d, Seſſ. 2. 11 25. 58. 
ſtore 10 e dee Miniſters who were thru 

their Churches ſince January 1. 1661. And in the 5th 
Act of the ſame Seſſion, after reciting the abevemention'd 
Articte of the Claim of Right as the Foundation of their 
Proceedings; anc}. reciting likewile the laſt. mention'd 
Act for- aboliſhing. Prelacy , they Proceed to rye 44 

th 8 

7592. and do ratify: and revive AR in the 
whole Heads thereof, 2 t that Part Fay it relating to 
Patronages, rede ey declare, is hereafter to be taken * 
Confideration. And purſuant to this Reſervation, by. 
23d-A& of "ng ng Pu Bae July 19. 1 they 
take away the Patrons Power of 77 72 ll whic 
Acts were requently ratify'd, not only by King Mil- 
ſiam, but by ber preſent t Majeſty,, bnce her bappy Ac- 
ceſſion to the Crowõ-m. 

Tbe Ac which moſt immediatel] relates to the Pa ron- 
ages in debate, is the 6th Act of her Majeſty's Parlia- 
ment for Securing the Proteſtant Religion and Presby- 
terian Church Government, paſe d, Jan. 16. 1707. Where 
in her Majeſty, with the Advice. and Conſent of the 
Eſtates of Farliaments ratifys 1 prove 5 and FOR EVER 


CONFIRMS the 5th..A& of rh of King 
William and Queen Mary, entaled, AT ratifying 
the Confeſſion e Veit aud jetti 1 reh 
Government, WITH "THE 85 HER ACTS OF 
PARLIAMENT RELATING 10 IN PRO- 


SECUTION OF THE: DEC CLARATION' OF THE 
ESTATES OE THIS NEO CONTAINING 
THE CLAIM OF RIGHT: 50 that 1 . 230 AY of. 13 
namen, conkerni Hatronages, NOW ht to be 
* "s 1 * SCINDED, 


16 1 

ting ma made Nr to the above: mention d 
icht, to the very end of turning 

the ſaid meeting of LN £6 ates into a Tamer, Av 

cowpleating the Settlement mention'd 4n th 72 

fi \Sertling Presbyterian - Chuxch Gorernment 

rms of. 3 is very plainly confirm d by the 

AR. PT Majeſty's. hn WY 1707. which is 92 th. 

and expreſly declar dit a ente ao | Elena, 

e — e 1 Un 1 _ * 


ides, by this Act for 
ſought to be 1 nothjogs bing Fer ae of | = 
tion is take 4 in order to 13 
Call of Mi ola. Free Apoltoly, 
cal Hection, which A pen the — ways contended ſor, 
and this the Patrons: have ſo little Cauſe to complain, ol, 
that their Civil Right is put in a better Condition 900 
befort, for now they have a Right to the Tithes, an 
are in e Titulars, Whereas ſo long as they 
continued only: Patrons, they. were under a Neceſligy to 
make Contracts with the Miniſters they preſented, a- 
bout the Right of. Tythes, which now they need not do, 
fince they themſelyes. are the E and the Miniſters | 
only Sti ries. This has eQually put a Rop:to S- 
mbneacal Contracts, which have ever been the abhorrence 
of all Chriſtian i i wo and of none more than the 
Chbrch of Englam, from whom in this, Matter we. - 
differ in Principle, as may be ſeen in her es he 
containing the Oath wbich all Intrants are N 
take at their Inſtitution into Benefices, ui. 8 5 
© bave made no Simoniacal Payment, Cat 1 
1 mi ſe, directly or indixectly, by themſclves, or by any 
© other to their Knowledge, or with their Conſent to any 
©, Perſon or ' Perſons hat baaſenver, f for, or concerning dhe 
8 uring and obtaining of this Eccleſiaſtical Fan a 
ren Office or Living, nor will at, an: 
6 zer c perform rm or ed A any ſuch kind of Pay- 
2 or Þ made * any other * 
2 out their Knowledge — — nt. 
It muſt be ond, that this is a very ſtrict Oat but 
we are not to wonder, that the Church of Englaud took 
ſuch Precautions in à matter, of this dure bi in 
the Preamble to the Canon ſhe juſtly ſays, 77 7255 
alrtaſt able * and that the buying and  Jelling of Spiritu 
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Article of the 


Eccleſia» 
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Eecleſia titel Fun¹,ẽj⸗æ Offices, *Promntions, Higuitict and 
Living Is EXECRABLE BEFORE Oo 
'Tis therefore hop d, thit ſince the Church of 5 f 


complaius of Liy-Pattonage as a Grievance, the Legi - 
ſlature will not again put our Necks under that oke, 
which neither we not our Fathers were able to bear, 
eſpecially, ſince Providence has deliver'd us from it; and 
that we are as mach ſecut'd againſt it as our on par- 


ticular Laws founded upon the Claim of Right, and the 
it vo. ni 


Treaty of Union can fecare uss. 

It ought alſo to be conſider'd, that England has always 
valin'd der ſelf for being deliver d from that Vaſſalage;' 
which lier great Men had over the Commons. Thereſore 
'ris 'behev'd, that they will not bring us again under a 
Spiritual Vaſſalage, which is the moſt inſupportable of all 
others, and may in time come to be dangerous to Fhe 
State, ſince many of our Nobility and: Gentry did for- 
meftly claim a Right of Patronage over many Churches, 
which belong'd to their particular Families, and if reſto- 


red, will give them as great a Power over the Souls of 


the People, as Civil Vaſſalage gives them over their Bo- 
dies: And if many of thoſe Patronages ſhould fall into 
the Hands of Perſons Diſaffected to the Government, 
it is more eaſie to foreſee, than to avoid the Conſe- 
quence. y r 8 a 7K * 12115 £433 194 einn. 135 be 

We know 'tis us'd/as'' an Argument for reſtoring Lay 
Patronages, that the Right - of preſenting Miniſters is a 
Right of Property, to which the Patrons have as good a 
Titie as to their Eſtates, and alſo that there was about 
331. - 6g paid to the Patrons for renoun- 
ane their Right of Preſentation which has never been 


Nn one may ſee that theſe are very ſlight Pretences 
to weaken or alter the Conftitation'of a Church, ſo ſo- 
temnly eſtabliſh'd, as a fundamental and unalterable Arti- 
cle of the Union. The fair Dealing that is eſſential to the 
Execution of all Treaties does not admit, that upon ſuch 
weak Pretence there ſhon'd be the jeaſt ſtraitning of the 
Benefit intended for the Quiet and Satisfaction, as well 
as for the Security of the Church of Scotland. No Man, 
foberly thinking, can imagine that any one has that 
fame Property in preſenting Miniſters to Cn 

33 n : y 
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were other wiſe, it is very ſtrange to renew 
Claims now after things have been 'eſtabhſh'd to the con- 
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they have in their Lands, Hauſes, Goods and Chattels: 
Beſides the Patrons of Scotland, as has been obſervd al- 
ready, have not the Foundation of Patronage required 
by the Canon Law. The Churches of Scotland ate not 
endow'd by the Patrons, not out of any private Eſtate 
for ſince: the Reſormation, the State of the Proviſion o 
Miniſters, and comſequently of the Patrons Claims is ve- 
ry mueh alter d. Miniſters have their Stipends or Al- 
ow ance fot ſerving the Cures, ont of the Tythes,: which 
as we have heard already, is by Law, accounted the Pa- 
trimony of the Church, and ches are appointed to 
be built and repair d by the Pariſtiioners. The Ground 
ö —_ which the Churches are built, the Glebes, and 

iniſter's Dwelling-Houſes, are by Law taken out of 
the 6 of the Pariſh ; ſo that it is the Church 
and the Pariſn that have the Title of the Canon Law 
to the Patronage, fince it is the Pariſn who gave 
the Dos, Ediſicatio, and the Fundus: But pp 

U 


| Ars: as an inviolable and fundamental Article of the 
Union. +: . 0 9? 7 Fre 1 


Ihe other part of the Objection, that the patrons have 
not receiv'd the 33 J. for reſigning their Right of Pre- 


ſentation can never be allow'd as a good Reaſon to re- 
ſtore that Right; ſince the very Act did provide ſor a 
Diſtreſs and Execution at the Suit of Patrons, againſt the 
Pariſh; if the faid 33 J. was not paid, but if this Execu- 
tion has not been made uſe of by the Patrons, tis their 
own Fault. Therefore they cannot in Juſtice prented to 
have ſuch'a Relief as a Right to the Preſentation, for 
that which: has been the Conſequence of their own Neg- 
lect. But further, it is wrong to pretend, that there 
was no other Price ap ated by the ſaid AR for the 
Right of Preſentation, but the 33 J. abovemention'd ſince 
there is, certainly a much more valuable Conſideration. 
The Patrons, who before that Act, con'd have no Right 
to the Tithes, but by Simony, which is execrable, and 
: conſequently- not to be juſtify'd by any Colour of Law, 
' have by the very Act, which deprives them of the — — 
of Preſentation a Title to the Tithes, with the Burden 
only of a fair and honeſt Proviſion to be ſettled 115 


bercauſe of x Delicacy in point of Property; 4 


ner of Calling 


Liw: upon the Miniſters ſor ſerving the Cure. This 
the Patrons do enjoy. and hade enjoy d for 22 Vears, 
and by Virtue of that Title the Tithes have been con- 
veyd from Hand to Hane. 
Wilk Men wha pretend to have Patronages reſtor id, 


. 


Char ch of her Tithes, wich is her Patrimony, without 
allovring the Calling and! ordaining\ of. Mimiſters to rer 
main as it is now eſtabliſhd, agresabhloe to the moſt an- 
cent Practice of the Qhriſt ian Church? MWꝛialb they pre- 

tend to tuoy the Purcthaſe and che Prite too? Can 
they imagine, tho they are blinded with: Prejudice 3 
Their own- Faydur, chat ever they can prevail with Me: 
*. artiament to agree to ſuch Extrabrdinary De- 
"Mm renn ei 8? 1443 6 L nts 49193 16 JT ooh 
It is likewiſe induſtriouſly given cut, that the man- 
Miniſters, as eſtablimùd by the 'Laws 
of Scotland, and the Treaty of Union, bas been the 
Cauſe af much Diſſention and A | 
Vates of Farmers, Mechanicks, and other mean People 

have been i6f equal or greater Weight than tboſe o 
the chief Landed Men of the Pariſh, &c; But if this 
Objection be good, then the }Praftice: af! the Primitive 
Church Was erronegus, and Chriſtianity ät ſelſ culpa 
ble, Which, tho änzäts own Nature à Doctrine of 
Peace, has, thro' the Corruptions of Meu, ocxaſion d 
Diviſions among tbe neareſt and deareſt Relations. 
Therefere *tis hop'd no Man will allow this Objection 
to be of any Weight; but as a more dire&. Anſwer, 
Where are the numexaus: Inſtances, or mighty Eviden- 
ces of theſe. Diviſions complained of? Muſt a few ill 
grounded storys be ſufficient to overturn a Law, that 
bas now been in Poſſeſtion of the Church and People 
for 22 Nears? And can it not be prov'd that the chief 
Diviſions, which have happen'd on this Account, araſe 
from ſuch as are Diſaffected to the Civil Government? 
Or can it be deny'd that ſeveral of them have -been 
proſecuted for it? But further, will the Reſtoring the 


Kight of Preſentation to Patrous cure this/pretended 


Evil? - Will nat the Body of the Pariſh complain that 
a Paſtor is imposd upon them? Has à Superiour a 
Title to impoſe, in Matters of that Kind, upon 2 

| Vana 
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(6659 
Valfal'? Or a Landlord on bis Tenant? Has not the ex- 
orbitant Uſurpation of Superiours and Landlords over Mens 


Bodys and Goods been loudly complain'd of? And will 


they now pretend to extend their Superiority over the Peo- 
ples Souls too in Matters of a ſpiritual Concern ? 


In ſhort; all theſe Objections are trifling, and thoſe who 


make em don't ſeem to have read the Act concerning Patro- 
nages, which they would have repeal'd. The Words of it 
are; Thar the Heretors, i. e. Landed Men of the Pariſh, be- 
ing Proteſtants, and the Elders, (not the Mob) are to name 
the. Miniſter to the whole Congregation, to be approven or 
diſapproven; and if they diſapprove the Dilapprovers muſt 
give 1n their Reaſons to be examin'd by the Presbytery, 
and if their Reaſons be not found Good, the Nomination 
the Heretors and Elders ſtands, ſo that the Claim of thoſe 
who inſiſt on this Argument is to take away the Right of 
Preſentation from the Landed Men of the Pariſh, and give 
it to the Patron, who frequently has no Reſidence or Inte- 
reſt in the Pariſh, nor is ſo much as known to em by fac: 
but lives in a remote Country, and is often a Man of a . 
leſs Eſtate than many of the Heretors of the Pariſh, ' 

But if the Hazard of Diviſion be a good Argument, *tis 
much {tronger upon the {ide of thoſe who have a ſtanding 
La to ſupport their Claim. For tis plain and undeniable, 
that many of the Patrons in Sco:land, are neither well affect» 
ed to the Eſtabliſhment of the Church, nor to the Civil Go- 
vernment, and no doubt fuch Patrons will preſent Men to 
whom the Church can't agree, and then a Diviſion muſt a- 
riſe betwixt the Church and Patrons, upon every occaſion of 


aVacancy, of which the molt obvious Contequences are, that 


the Churches will be kept vacant, to the great Diſcourage- 
ment of Religion and Piety, and in ſome Counties to the 
great Incouragement of trathquing Popith Prieſts. Quarrels 
will alſo ariſe betwixt the Patrons and the Pariſh, about the 
Diſpoſal of the Fruits of the Benefice, during the Vacation, 
which diſaffected Patrons will think piouſly apply'd, when 
given to ſuch Minitters as are of their own Stamp, and Ene- 
mies both to the Church and the Civil Government. Now 
whether theſe Inconveniences don't very much caſt the Bal- 
lance upon the fide of a ſtanding Law, which the People 
have been poſſeſs d of for Twenty two Years, and is ratified 
by the Treaty of Union; let all impartial Men judge, 
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'Tis really ſtrange, that any Man ſhould ĩnſiſt upon reſto- 
ring the Right ot Preſentation on the Foot of; perſonal: Pro- 
perty by a general Law, when there are ſo many Patron 
and thoſe too of the molt conſiderable in Scotland, that wil 
oppole ſuch a Reſtitution as they have a lawtul Opportunity. 
There are not a few who in Conſcience ttink they can't enjoy 
the Right of Tithes, and of the Preſentation too, and pre- 
fcr the firſt as a much more valuable and juſter Right than 
the former. There are many who are juſtly afraid that this 
Reſtitution of Patrohages, and annexing thoſe of Biſhop- 
ricks to the Crown, may have Convulſive Effects, and raite 
Diſputes betwixt the Crown and ſuch as have deriy'd the 
Rights of Patronages from it. TOOL 

Men are not free from A pprebenſions, that tho? Tythes be 
not now reſtored to the Church, yet in all Probability: they 
mult in Time, it the Preſentations be reſtored to the Patrons ; 
and many whom none of thoſe Reaſons move, are very tender 
of any thing that may give occaſion to diſoblige and vex ſo 
conſiderable a Body as the Presbyterians ot Scotland, by de- 
priving them of the Liberty and Privilege they 4 = of 
calling their own Paſtors, and even thoſe that think People 
are in the wrong to be uneaſy on that Account, yet would 
be very loth to Fret them, by making a New Law, of 
which there appears to be ſo little Neceſſity or Advantage, 
except to a few Patrons, who have rais'd and proſecuted 
this Noiſe for their own private Views. 

Tis alſo obſervable, there's another thing demanded, viz, 
Ibe Repealing of the Acts about ſupplying vacant Churches 
by Nori h- Forth, upon a Pretence of ſeveral Burthens im- 
== upon Vacant Stipends, to the Prejudice of the Patrons 
Right of diſpoſing thereof. | | 
This ſeems to be Foreign to the Patron's Power of Preſen- 
tations, contended for and only brought in, to perplex and 
diſquiet the Eftabliſh'd Church, which has as good a Right 
to the Benefit of thoſe Acts for ſupplying the ſaid vacant 

Churches, and to the Encouragement of thoſe who preachin 
| them, as to any of the other Rights and Privileges which are 
| confirm'd and reſerv'd to her by the Union. Can the Sti- 
| pends of vacant Churches be apply'd to any more pious Uſe 
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than that of inſtructing People who have not the Benefit of a 
ſettled Miniſter, eſpecially in ſuch Parts of the Country 
where Papifts and Jacobitet are ſo much encouraged, and who 
have joyn'd in Mobbing and Aſſaulting not only the 1 5 
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ſters ſent to preach there, but Her Majeſty's Juſtices of 
Peace who came to ſupport em, according to the Duty of 
their Office. 

One would think this looks too open to be inſiſted on, 
and that ſome People are willing that Facobitiſm and Popery 
ſhould increaſe in thoſe Countrys, but certainly the Parlia- 
ment of Great Bri:ain will be of another Mind, when they 
come to underſtand the Caſe and the Reaſon of thoſe Acts 
which are deſir'd to be'repealed. | 

To conclude, what good Reaſon can there be given for 
breaking in upon the Settlement af the Church of Scotland, 
and aiarming its Metubers in ſo material a Point as depri- 
ving them of the Power to call their own Miniſters : and 
e that too whilſt the: moſt remote Apprebenſions of Danger to 
y | the Church of England occaſion ſuch extraordinary Uneafi- | 
3 | neſsto her Members, and give Riſeto new Fences and Secu- 

r | rities for her, beyond what is provided in the Treaty of Uni- 
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oO on? Is it ſuitable to the fair Execution of that Treaty, that 
- | whilſt the Securities of the one are increas'd, things are inter- 
of pretes in the ſtricteſt manner to the Prejudice ot the other, 
er Securities endeavour'd to be Diminiſhed, and even her 
d | Rights and Poſſeſſions taken from her ? Are not both 
f | Churches eſtabliſh'd upon a Foot of equal Security by the 
e, | Union? And is there any manner of Compariſon betwixt 
d | the Hazard of the one and the other? Certainly ſome Mens | 
Proceedings give us reaſon to ſuſpect that they will leave no 
Article of the Union unattempted, when they are for break- 
es ing in thus upon the Rights and Privileges of the Church of 
n- Scotland, which are made a Fundamental and Eſſential 
1s | Condition of the Union, and are ſecured by the Treaty from 
any Alteration thereof, or Derogation therefrom, in any ſort 
2- | for, ever. How well ſuch Projects agree with Loyalty to 
x4 | her Majeſty, and Zeal for the Hanover Succeſſion, that has 
ht no other Eſtabliſhment in Srotland, but from the Union 
nt | Treaty, which ber Majeſty has declared to be one of the 
in | Tranſactions of her Reign, that ſhe Glories moſt in, let the 
re World judge. ; Þ 4 p57 - $1 
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Queen's Moſt Excellent 
Mer 


975 | 1 $110 
The Humble eAddyeſs and Repreſentation the 
- Commiſſion of” the late General eAſſembly of the: 

- Charch of Scotland, e. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, | 


| H O' we cannot forbear to regret the want of ware 
in our Endcavours with relation to a Bill lately paſs'd 
' A intoan Act, Entituled, Az A# for preventing the 
diturbing thoſe of 17 Communion in Scotland in the 
E xercije of their 1 Wor ſhip, and in the Uſe of the Litur- 
gy of the Churth of England; yet ſeeing we muſt ſtill judge 
that the Form and Purity of Worſhip, preſently within this 
Church, and its Presbyte ian Government and Diſcipline, 
eltabliſh'd by the Acts of Parliament purſuant to the Claim 
of Right, are toremain and continue unalterable. And that 
the Act of Parliament ſecuring our Preshyterian Church Go- 
vernment, and the Eſtabliſhing thereof are to be held and ob - 
ferved in all time coming as a fundamental and eſſential Con- 
dition of the Treaty of Union concluded betwixt the two 
Kingdoms, without any Alteration thereof or Derogation 
thcrctog in auy ſort tor ever. V 
TY „ 2 We 
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; we cannot but with all humble Duty and Submiſſion take 
Notice of another Bill preſented in the Parliament of Great 


Britain for reſtoring of Patronages ; which we conceive is 


contrary to our Church Conſtitution, ſo well ſecured by the 
Treaty of Union, and likewiſe ratified by the Acts of Pare 
liament of both Kingdoms, and. will inevitably obſtruct 
the Work of the Goſpel, and create great Diſorder and Diſ- 
quiet in this Church and Nation: For the further clearing 
whereof We beg leave to repreſent to Your Majeſty, That 
from our ſirſt Reformation from Popery, Patronages have 
been teckoned a Yoke and Burden upon the Church of Scot- 
land, as is declared by the iſt and 24 Books of Diſcipline, 


publiſh'd ſoon after the ſaid Reformation, ſince which time 


they have been ſtill judged a Grievance, till at length they 
came by Law to be eſtabliſh'd. bf 1 Is: 


- Theſe Patronages having been reftored with Prelacy in the 
Year 1661 and 1662. and indeed did continue till the Year 
1690. that Prelacy was aboliſhed and Presbyterian Govern - 


ment again eftabliſhed : And tho the Act of Parliament 


1690, feſettling Presbyterian Church Government was 
Fouad upon the Act of Parliament 1592, which bears a 
Relation unto Patronages, yet the ſaid Act of Parliament 

690, doth expreſly except that Part of the old Act, and re- 
er Patronages to be thereafter conſider d, which according - 
ly follow'd in the ſame Parliament 1690. whereby Your 
Majeſty may plainly perceive that the Abolition of Patrona- 
ges was made a part of our Church Conſtitution enacted by 


the Act 1690. And that this Act 1690. with all other Acts 


relative thereto being expreſſy ratified and for ever confirm'd 
by the Act ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion and Presbyterian 


hurch Government, and ingroſſed as an eſſential Condi- 


tion of the Ratifications of the Treaty of Union paſt in the 
Parliaments of both Kingdoms, The faid Act aboliſhing 
Patronages muſt he underſtood to be a part of our Presbyte- 
rian Conſtitution, ſecured ta us by the Treaty of Union for 
SVer. $9: i; 64; | 7 Z\ : 


Vet the ſame Parliament, 1690. was ſo tender of the Civil 
Rights of Patrons, and fo ſincerely deſirous only to reſtore 
the Church to its juſt and primitive Liberty in calling Mini- 
ſters in a way agrecable to the Word of God, That they only 
i F FAS 0 # 1 | ta diſc arg d 
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diſcharg'd the Patron's Power of preſenting Miniſters to 
Churches vacarit 3'but as to any thing of their Civil Rights, 
did better the Condition of Patrons, not only by reſerving to 
them the Right of Diſpoſal of vacant Stipends for pious Uſes 


Right of the Tythes, reſtricting the Miniſters who formerly 
bad the ſaid Right to Stipends much below the Value of the 
{laid Tythes. rig bo) 54 $16 VI. 20: 


This being then the true Account of our Legal Eſtabliſn- 
ment as to this matter, We preſume alſo in all humble Duty 
to repreſent to your Majeſty, That the Reſtitution of Patro- 
nages as to the point of Preſentation can only gratify a few, 
while on the other hand it muſt neceſſarily diſoblige a far 
rue: part of your Majeſty's good Subjects that are now! 

reed of that Impoſition. rende Ah 

Neither can we forbear to ſuggeſt to Vour Majeſty, That 
from what is ſaid it may be eaſily gathered what Difficulties 
and Hardſhips Presbyteries may be laid under as to their 
Compliance with this Innovation, and what Differences, 
Conteſts and Diſorders may probably enſue betwixt Patrons, 


Presbyteries, Heretors and People; Beſides the known Abu- 


ſes wherewith Patronages have been attended, even in their 
moſt ſettled Condition; Whereof many Inftances might” be 


given, eſpecially that thereby a Foundation was laid for 


Simonical Pactions betwixt Patrons and thoſe preſented by 


them. And likewiſe Miniſters were impoſed upon Paroches 
by Patrons who were utterly Strangers to their Circumftan+ 


ces, having neither Property nor Reſidence therein. 


And therefore we cannot but moſt humbly and earneſtly 


obteſt Your Majeſty to conſider this Affair of reſtoring Patro- 
nages in this Church with all its Circumſtances and Confe- 
quences. And ſince through the Bleſſing of God and Your 
Majeſty's Protection we have hitherto been at quiet and eaſe 


in this Matter, That Your Majeſty would be graciouſly plea- 


ſed in your great Wiſdom to uſe proper Means tor prevent- 
ing this Ineroachment fo evidently prejudicial to the Work 


of the Goſpel, and the Peace of this Church. 


That Your Ma jeſt / miy be guided and directed of God in 
the great aud weighty Aff its of your Government; and 


that 


within the Paroch, but alſo giving to them the Heretable 


1 
s 


. 


C71) 
that after the Fulneſs of Earthly Bleſſings here, you may for 


ever wear a Crown of Glory that fadeth not away, are the 
earneſt and fervent Prayers of, 


N — 


— 


Edinburgh, May it pleaſe Tour 
27 March 
1712. Tour Majeſty's moſt Faithful, moſt Obe- 


dient, and moſt humble Subjrcts, 


The Miniſters and Elders, Commiſſio- 
WES, ners of the late General Aſſembly of 
Nenn bthe Church of Scotland. 


Sign'd in our Name, in our Preſence, and at our 
Appointment, 'by ỹ q f 


Will. Mitchell, Moderator. 


, 


- To 


* = 
— —— — Bras. * — at - 4 3 * Is 


Io the Moſt Honourable the M 
Peers of Great Britain 
In Parliament Aſſembled, * 


IT be Humble REPRESENTATION 


of WILLIA CarsTARES, Tromas|| 


LACKWELL. and ROBERT BAILIE, | 


Auer of the Church of SooTLanD, 


Offer d by them in the Name, and by thel 
eAppointment of the Commiſſion of the late 
General eAſſembly of the aforeſaid Church, con- 
cerning the Bill for reſtoring Patronages now| 
depending before Tour Lordſhps. 


unto your Lordſhips, that this depending Bill ſeems to 

be contrary to the preſent Conſtitution of our Church, 

ſo well ſecured by the late Treaty of Union, and ſolemnly} 
ratified by the Acts of Parliament in both Kingdoms: That} 
this ma * more clear, it is to be obſerved, That from the 
firſt Reformation from Popery, the Church of Scotland bath} 
always reckon'd Patronages a Grievance and __—_ 1 1 
eclar d 


T: is with all humble Duty and Submiſſion repreſented 


Pp maps Wd Ga. SM .c.co@aAtst ca ww a5 wi wa 


O73) 
declared by the firſi and ſecond Books of Diſcipline publiſhed 
ſoon after the ſaid Reformation, ſince which/time:they-were 
till judged a Grievance, till at length they came by Law to 
» | be aboliſhed. r 2 39 | | 2 | N 2 1 


Theſe Patronages having been reſtored with Epiſcopacy in 

the Year 1661 and 1662, did continue to the Year 1690. 

that Epiſcopacy was aboliſhed, and Presbyterian Govern- 
ment again eſtabliſhed 5 and tho* the Act of Parliament 
1690, reſettling Presbyterian Church Government, was 

| ounded upon the Act of Parliament 1592. which bears a 
elation unto Patronages, yet the ſaid Act of Parliament 
1690, doth expreſſy except that Part of the old Act, and re- 
fer Patronages te be thereaſter conſider'dg which accordingly 
was conſiderd in the ſame Parliament 1690, whereby 

| it is plain, that the Abolition of Patronages was made 
Ia Part of our Clurch-Conftitution, enacted by the Act 
8 1690, and that this Act 1690. with all other Acts re- 
Y If lative thereto being expreſly ratified and for ever con- 
8 firmed by the Act for ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion and 
Presbyterian Government, and Ingroſſed as an eſſential 
Z, || Condition of the Ratifications of the Treaty of Union paſt 
| in the Parliaments of both Kingdoms; The faid Act aboli- 
liſhing Patronages mutt be underſtood to be a Part of our 


Presbyterian Conſtitution, ſecur'd to us: by 'the Treaty of 
hell Union for ever. | 


Yetit1s to be particularly confidered, that the ſame Parlia- 
ment 1690, was ſo tendet᷑ of the civil Rights of Patrons, and ſo 
Wh] 1incerely deſirous only to reſtore the Church to its juſt and pri- 
| mitive Liberty of calling Miniſters in a way agreeable to the 

| Word of God, that they only diſcharged the Patrons Power of 

| Preſenting Miniſters to vacant Churches, but as to any thing 

| of their civil Rights did make the Condition of Patrons better 
| than before, not only by reſerving unto them the Right of 
| Diſpoſal of vacant Stipends, for pious Uſes, within the Pa- 
| roch, but alſo giving unto them the heretable Rights of the 
| Tythes, reſtricting the Miniſter who formerly had the ſaid 
| Right to Stipends much below the Value of the ſaid Tythes, 
| notwithſtanding which advantageous Conceſſion to the Pa- 
"x trons by the Parliament, this Bill takes back from the Church 
| the Power of Preſentation of Miniſters, without reſtoring the 
2 8 | I ythes 


(14) | 
Tythes which formerly belong d to her, by which the Patrons 
= to enjoy both the Purchaſe and the Price. 8 "k 


This being then the true Account of our legal Settlememt 
as to this Matter, it appears to be evident that the Reſtitu- 
tion of Patronages, as to the Point of Preſentation, Br! on- 
ly gratify a few, while on the other band it muſt neceſ 5 
diſoblige a far greater Number, that are now freed of that 
Impoſition : And indeed it cannot but ſeem ſtrange, that 
this Bill ſhould be ſo much inſiſted upon, when there ey 
many Patrons, and thoſe too of the moſt conſiderable in 
Scotland, that are againſt ſuch a Reſtitution; | ; 


It is alſo apparent, that Presbyteries muſt come under 
many Difficulties and Hardſhips, as to their Compliance 
with this Innovation, and that many Conteſts, Diſdorders 
and Differences, will probably enſue betwixt Patrons, Preſ- 
byters, Heretors and People, beſides the known Abuſes 
wherewith Patronages have been attended, even in their 
moſt ſettled Condition ; whereof many Inſtances might be 
given, eſpecially that thereby a Foundation was laid for Si- 
moniacal Pactions betwixt Patrons and thoſe preſented by 
them, and likewiſe Miniſters were impoſed upon Paroches 
by Patrons who were utterly Strangers to their Circumſtan- | 
ces, having neither Property nor Reſidence therein. 


It is Eat fe with all Submiſſion 
_ expet om your Loraſhips ice 
7 mature Deli 3 Ht a 
Bill, as we humbly conceive, ſo 
nearly affecting the late Treaty of 
Union in one of its moſt nen- 
tal and eſſential Articles, 1 1 1 
the Preſer vation the Rights and 
Privileges, which our Church at 
that time was poſſelsd of by Law, 
for the Security of which the Par- 
liament of Scotland was ſo much 
concern d 


(95F- 


concern d, as not to allow their Com- 
miſſioners to make it any Part of their 
Treaty, but yeſerved it as a thi 
unalterable by any Judicature deri. 
ving its Conſtitution from the ſaid 
Treaty, ſhall uot be approv'd by your 
Lordſups, eſpecially while the Na- 
ture of the Treaty it ſelf ſhews it to 
be a reciprocal Tranſaction betwixt 
the two Nations. 


W. CaRsTARES. 
Tho. BLACKWELL, 
Ro. BalTLIxE. 
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